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Date Prize Ticket Winner 
9/13 ............ $50.00 ....... 0296 ........... Reno Fechtner 
9/14 ............ $100.00 ..... 0622 ........... Greg Orlowski 
9/15 ............ $20.00 ....... 1149 ........... Dotty Posto 
9/16 ............ $20.00 ....... 0137 ........... Harold Miller 
9/17 ............ $20.00 ....... 0340 ........... Elizabeth Dulude 
9/18 ............ $20.00 ....... 0161 ........... Daniel Jakubowski 
9/19 ............ $20.00 ....... 0449 ........... Maxine Stypa 

Parish Support - Month September 7-13, 2015 
Stewardship Offering (Envelopes/Electronic) ......................................... $8,893.00 
Offertory ........................................................................................................ $1,115.45 

 
Budget Updates Fiscal Year: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016 

Contributions Received ............................................................................ $136,565.67 
Contribution Budget ................................................................................. $142,500.00 
Difference as of 9/13/15 ............................................................ ($5,934.33) 

 

Operating Income .................................................................................... $237,731.82 
Operating Expenses ................................................................................ $184,866.40 
Balance as of 8/31/15 ................................................................ $52,865.42 

 
Improvement Fund Updates 

Beginning Balance ...................................................................................... $97,733.99 
Donations ........................................................................................................ $7,584.50 
Expenses........................................................................................................... ($450.00) 
Balance as of 9/13/15 .............................................................. $104,868.49 

 

Keep Our Vision Growing Campaign Capital Appeal 
Pledges Received (378 households) ....................................................... $563,685.88 
Pledge Payments Received .................................................................... $553,309.37 
Expenses to Date ...................................................................................... $455,352.50 
Current KOVG Cash Balance ...................................................... $97,956.87 
Music Ministry Platform Renovation (Spring 2016)........ Estimate = $197,000.00 

Our Condolences 
...to the families and loved ones of 
Beatrice Skonecki, Luciano Benavides 
and all others who have died. 
 Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
Christian Women Social 
 The October Christian Women 
Social will be on Thursday morning, 
October1, at 9:30 am. There will be 
a prayer service and a social 
followed by dessert and coffee. You 
do not have to be a member to 
attend. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Wednesday Morning Faith 

Group 
 Join us for an early celebration of 
our 40th birthday next year with a 
visit from Fr. Bill Stanfield. Father 
Stanfield will say mass and join us 
for our social. Thirty-nine years ago, 
he put the suggestion to Marge 
Berendt, Janet Grafwaller, and 
Reggie Schmidt for a 9:30 am Mass 
and social. The three brave women 
took it from there, and we're still 
going strong. 
 If you don't regularly come to the 
Wednesday morning liturgy and 
social and would like to join us for 
this special event, call JoAnn Godkin  
(414) 828-7172 for reservations. 

CALENDAR RAFFLE 2015 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

SUN 27 

Oktoberfest Sign-Up 
Community Weekend Reception 
 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

MON 28 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 
 6:30 pm Centering Prayer Rm 9 

TUE 29 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 
 6:30 pm The Dignity of Work Hall C 
 6:45 pm Boy Scouts - Tr. 612 Hall AB 
 7:00 pm Adult Choir Reh. Church 
 7:00 pm SVDP  Rm 3 
 7:00 pm GIFT Core Team  Rm 2 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 



Monday Nights at the Movies 

 Who doesn’t enjoy a good movie and popcorn? Come 

join us for the first of seven great movies to be shown on 

Monday nights in October through May.  Each month’s film 

will resonate with one of the Corporal or Spiritual Works 

of Mercy. Our first flick is Philadelphia and will be shown 

on Monday, October 26, in our Parish Hall A. All you 

need do is come and watch. We supply the popcorn!  

BTW…this is a free event, so bring a friend! 
 

The Year of Choices Has Begun 

 Our next GIFT session takes place Sunday, October 4, 

or Monday, October 5. This is an extremely timely and 

important session for all people as it deals with choices 

that harm. A panel of experts on various addictive 

behaviors (drugs, alcohol, gambling, body concerns, and 

women’s concerns) will convene to help us sort through the 

chaos of harmful choices, the positive actions we can take, 

and the hope of God’s love that can surface in these 

choices. Please contact Jenni in the Parish Office to register (414) 545-4316). 

 

Peace Walk 

 Violence has infiltrated so much of our daily lives. 

October brings with it a month of awareness of one 

particular form of violence—domestic violence. 

Throughout October, watch for weekly awareness 

articles in the bulletin, some new pamphlets and posters 

in our building, and some Facebook blurbs on how to 

respond in prayer and action. One action you can take 

is to join us in a walk for peace on Saturday, October 

31, at 10:00 am. We will gather in the Lobby and 

process with signs (please feel free to bring one) through our neighborhood.  A 

prayer service and reception will follow.  

 Questions? Please contact Nancie Chmielewski at (414) 545-4316 or at 

chmielewskin@archmil.org. 

RELIABILITY  

 

Reliability is being dependable. We 

genuinely care about keeping our 

commitments. We avoid taking on 

too much, so we can give fully to 

what we choose to do. We finish on 

time. We are promise-keepers.  

 

Who relies on you? Whom do you 

rely on? How is it going?  

FORMATION 

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK 

WED 30 

 9:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:15 am Faith Group Social Hall C 
 6:30 pm Art Guild Mtg. Rm 4 
 7:00 pm MOMS Spirituality Rm 6 

THU 1 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Rm 9 
 9:15 am MOMS Spirituality Rm 3 
 9:30 am Christian Women  Hall C 
 6:30 pm Human Concerns Rm 7 
 7:00 pm Christian Ministry &  
  the Ministry of Jesus Hall A 

FRI  2 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 
 12:00 pm Beatrice Skonecki   
  Memorial Service Church 



OUTREACH 

Blessing of Animals 

 In commemoration of the Feast of St. Francis, we will hold our annual 

Blessing of Animals. Anyone with pets is invited to bring them to OLOL for this 

special blessing. Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 3, at 

11:00 am by the Labyrinth. In the event of rain, we will meet in the Parish Hall. 

 We welcome members of St. Gregory the Great who will join us this year. 

Lectors & Servers 

 We will be preparing a new schedule for November through February. 

If you are a Lector or a Server or would like to become involved in these  

ministries, please fill out an Availability Form and turn it in by Sunday, October 

11.   

 Forms are available on our website  

  Lectors – http://ow.ly/S3gF9  

  Servers – http://ow.ly/S3gAJ  

or in the Ministry Room located off the side hallway into church (near the 

organ). You can also contact Chris Deily at (414) 545-4316, Ext. 16 or 

deilyc@archmil.org.    

 

 Requirements for lectors include being at ease reading in front of the 
assembly, as well as a willingness to read and reflect on the scriptures ahead 

of time so that you can communicate the heart of your reading with the 

assembly. 

 Requirements for servers include having received First Eucharist. Servers 
should be at ease in front of the assembly, able to focus on your duties assisting 

the priest, and be models of prayer for the assembly.  Teens, young adults, and 

adults are all welcome to be a part of this ministry. 

 Training is provided for all new ministers and you will be scheduled 

according to your availability.   

 All are welcome! 

WORSHIP 

From St. Vincent de Paul 
 In today’s gospel, Jesus tells his 
disciples, “Anyone who gives you a 
drink of water because you belong 
to Christ will not, I assure you, go 
without his reward.”  
 As you donate to the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul’s ministries or 
poor box, know that you are serving 
Christ’s poor ones.  
 

Sharing Weekend 
 Next weekend, October 3 & 4, is 
our Food Pantry Sharing Weekend. 
The current needs are peanut butter, 
jelly, pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned 
pasta, bottled fruit juice (no tomato), 
and condensed soup. Please watch 
expiration dates.   
 Please know that all donations 
are appreciated and can be 
dropped off any day during regular 
office hours. You can also make 
monetary donations through our 
website: http://ow.ly/RiHrF 
 

Common Ground of Grief  

Haiku: Grief Expression in 
Seventeen Syllables 
By Patrick Dean, Grief Counselor 

 Tuesday, October 6 

 11:00 am - 12:30 pm

 repeated 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm  

 San Camillo, 10200 W. 

 Bluemound Rd., Wauwatosa. 

 Cost: Free and open to everyone 

 For further information, visit 

www.cemeteries.org  

or contact 414-438-4420, ext. 302 

or patrickdean@griefwork.com 

SAT 3 
Oktoberfest Sign-Up 
Boy Scout Popcorn Sale 
 5:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

SUN 4 
Oktoberfest Sign-Up 
Boy Scout Popcorn Sale 
 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 11:30 am GIFT   Hall ABC 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 



 

 
 

October 9-10-11 

 

 You hand someone a pretty package wrapped in beautiful paper and 

creative ribbons. You are so excited that she is excited. Does she tear the 

wrapping off or does she pick around the edges slowly? Either way, you cannot 

wait till she peels back the tissue paper. You were strolling through Oktoberfest 

and spotted this one of a kind handmade present and immediately thought of the 

intended recipient.  

 Oktoberfest has plenty of original unique artworks including jewelry, painting, 

pottery, fiber arts, handbags, wooden boxes, glass work, soap, and note cards. 

Prices start under $5 and move upwards to reflect the artist’s time, talent and 

investment. Speak with the artists and commission the perfect piece for your 

wardrobe or home. Jewelry can be sized just for you. Pottery can be ordered in 

a special color.  

 Our Lady of Lourdes is proud to support local business people.  We bring 

together the artist and the buyer minus the middleman. Please set aside some of 

your gift-giving budget to shop at Oktoberfest Artisan Fair. 
 Thank you!  
 Tanya Gross (414) 546-6225, Kris Strnad (414) 744-5542 and  
Barb Webber (414) 377-9177.  

SUNDAY READINGS  
 

Numbers 11:25-29: 
What do you think of Moses’ advice 
to Joshua? 
 

James 5:1-6: 
What lures you to wealth and riches? 
 

Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48: 
How does your faith community deal  
with jealousy? 

MESSAGE FOR THE WEEK - MARK 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 
 In today’s Gospel, Jesus is making a dramatic contrast between 
“life” (heaven) and Gehenna (hell). He emphasizes that no sacrifice is too great 
to keep oneself out of the miseries of hell. His images are shocking. Cutting off 
hands and feet? Plucking out eyes? Ouch! Is hell really so bad that we’d rather 
go to heaven maimed than go to hell in one piece? Apparently so. The point is 
clear: we need to do whatever it takes to avoid sin and ultimately to avoid hell. 
The catechism defines this state of eternal misery as “definitive self-exclusion 
from communion with God” (§1033). Yes, self-exclusion. God doesn’t “send” 
anyone to hell. Rather, someone chooses hell when he or she freely chooses 
something over God and won’t repent. The choice is ours: cut out the source of 
the sin—painful though it may be—or stubbornly march with our beloved sins 
straight into Gehenna. Realistically, what we choose “over” God are not so 
much our physical body parts as things like a high-paying job that isn’t ethical, 
a favorite pastime that isn’t morally upright, or a relationship that isn’t chaste. 
Jesus tells us clearly today, whatever it is that “causes you to sin, cut it off.” 
Period. 
 
 © 2015 Liturgical Publications Inc  

What’s New on the Website 

 Over the last two and a half 

years, our website has expanded 

greatly. In fact, we have added so 

much that the navigation menu and 

some of the landing pages needed 

an overhaul.  

 We are limited to the number of 

pages allowed on the navigation 

bar. As the site has grown, we moved 

past this threshold. You will now see 

a streamlined menu. Almost all 

tertiary menu items are gone. They 

can now be accessed through links on 

the secondary pages. For example, if 

you wanted to find the current Food 

Pantry needs, you would hover over 

the Outreach tab and click on Human 

Concerns. From there, just click on the 

Food Pantry link. 

 Be sure to check out all the 

updates and new pages posted over 

this past summer! 

CONNECT! WITH THE WORD 

 COMMUNICATIONS  SPOTLIGHT 



PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

& FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday Oct. 11 - 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m 
27th Street at Greenfield Ave.

9 AM Mass - Silent Auction 
Raffle - Bakery – Music – Crafts 

$8 Adults •  $4 Kids 5-12 
4 years & under free

Linda The Barber
3150 S 46th St
414-541-1010

Hours: Tues-Fri 8am-5pm  

& Sat 8am-2pm

S. 74th and Layton
Brook"eld • Glendale

Wildflowers & Weeds
~Florist~

5910 W. Forest Home Ave.  
Milwaukee, WI 53220

(414) 545-5656
Janet Wielebski 

Owner • Parish Member

www.wildflowersandweeds.com

5121 W. Howard                    414-321-3900

Offering Sunday Brunch 10am-3pm starting May 3rd
Fish Fry every day, Pizza, Broasted Chicken, Dine-In, Drive Thru, 

Delivery, Catering, Serving Lunch & Dinner, Dining Room, 
Full Bar & Patio Area, Private Parties, Lunch Meetings

15% off all orders before 4pm every day

5121 W. Howard                                                                                                                                                                            414-321-3900

AFFORDABLE STUMP REMOVAL, LLC
414-327-1777  

“Big or small, we grind ‘em all”
16" or less - $30 - Additional Services • Tree Cutting & Trimming

Milwaukee & Surrounding Counties 
Free Estimates & Insured 

WWW.AFFORDABLESTUMPREMOVALLLC.COM 

SEBRING GARAGE 
American & Foreign Auto Repair 

• Brakes • Clutches • Shocks & Struts 
• Starters • Alternators • Batteries  

• Mufflers • Lube & Oil Service  
• Computerized Wheel Balancing 

6005 W. Howard Avenue • 321-9235 
60th & Howard Avenue

 Marc Christopher  / Eloisa De León
ATTORNEYS 

Immigration and Criminal Law
1574A West National Avenue

Milwaukee,WI 53204  • 414-751-0051
www.christopher-law.com

SHERRY GIERCZAK
TOP PRODUCER

“MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE”

sgierczak@cbhsr.com

SherryGHomes.com

“EXPERIENCE IS NOT EXPENSIVE - IT’S PRICELESS”

 CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

 414-788-4190  |  262-798-7070

HOMESALE REALTY

Tower Chicken Farm, Inc.
Fresh Turkeys, Chickens, Duck, Geese  

• Kielbasa Polish Sausage  

• Great Variety of Chicken Sausages 

Summer Sausage • Beef Sticks 

Chicken Burgers • Pierogi

4111 S. 6th St. • 744-7151

Contact Dennis Thompson to place 

an ad today! DThompson@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2470

HALE PARK 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.

 

• 414-425-1441 •
“Complete Domestic & Foreign Service”

10983 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners

Donate online to 
Our Lady of Lourdes

www.ololmke.org

5 Locations to serve you
414-282-4050 

www.maxsass.com

Complete line of Hispanic & American Groceries. 
We specialize in fresh corn tortillas, Mexican bakery 

and our famous El Rey Tostadita Chips.

Serving Milwaukee Since 1978

 El Rey  El Rey Family Market  El Rey Plaza  El Rey Food Mart 
 916 S. Cesar Chavez  5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.  3524 W. Burnham St.  1320 W. Burnham St. 

 Milw., WI 53204  Milw., WI 53219  Milw., WI 53215  Milw., WI 53204 

 414-643-1640  414-541-5200  414-643-1616  414-383-7786

Funeral Home
Family Owned  

& Operated

5920 W. Lincoln Ave. 
414-541-7533 

www.schafffuneralhome.com

RAY’S BUTCHER
SHOPPE

SUNDAY SPECIAL

6 ROLLS FREE WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 1 # HOT HAM

4640 W. Loomis Rd., Green"eld      423-1322

RA

Compliments of

Zaganczyk Family
Parish Members Since 1964

Beer - Soda - Wine - Liquor
Daily 9 - 9 • Sunday 10 - 2

5031 W. Oklahoma     545-2175 
WWW.DISCOUNTLIQUORINC.COM

Bee  Soda - Wine Liq

Baychar Auto Service, Inc.
Emissions • Computer Diagnostics 

Air Conditioning • Complete Auto Repair
Leo - Owner 

3rd Generation Fair & Honest Service

6733 Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53219

543-4111 • 543-4112 • Fax 543-3909

HENRY P. FONS 
Attorney At Law

Estate Planning 

Wills • Probate • Trusts 

Real Estate • General Practice 

Personal Injury

7115 W. Forest Home Ave. 

414-327-2323

ALICE ZAGANCZYK
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS 
TAX RETURN PREPARATION

1123 N Water St. Ste 305 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-231-9138

www.amaccountingonline.com

Starting at $50
($75 with $25 Off  

New Clients, Seniors, Students)

For W2 Wages and 
1 State Filing

Zaganczyk Family 
Members since 1964

Transmissions
Tune-Up
Brakes

A/C
Alignment - Engines-Repair/Rebuild

Brakes & Computer Diagnostics 
Maintenance Service

5454 W. Forest Home Ave.
321-5450

545

YOUR ONE STOP AUTO REPAIR SHOP

SCHWEITZER’S
LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE
6437 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Greenfield, WI 53220 

Phone: 543-2557 
www.schweitzersservice.com

ROMAN 

ELECTRIC
Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.
414-471-8565

EUGENE L. KALUZNY ATTORNEY AT LAW 
~ 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ~ 

Phone: (414) 321-1449
Wills, Living Trusts, Probates of Estates, Real Estate Transactions

KALUZNY LAW OFFICES, S.C. 
6510 WEST FOREST HOME AVENUE STE. 1

 FOR AD INFO CALL DENNIS THOMPSON 1-800-950-9952  •   WWW.4LPi.COM     OUR LADY OF LOURDES, MILWAUKEE, WI 
A 4C  01-0531

 

BRUSKIEWITZ
FOREST LANE 

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Family Owned  

& Operated

Celebrating 100 Years  
of Service 

1912 - 2012

Funeral & Cremation 
Services

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.

414-321-1700
Parish Member

Providing Quality Service, Repairs  

& Installation for over 28 Years

Prompt Service on All Makes & 

Models of Garage Doors & Openers

414-321-0500
6510 W Forest Home Ave 

www.advohd.com

We are also a proud member of the  

Better Business Bureau (A+ Rating)

EL REY Family Market
  Buy 1 Taco Get 1 FREE

(cannot be combined with other offers)  
   414-541-5200 

5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.

Full line 

of 

Custom Window 

Treatments

Professional Installation & Repairs

9034 W. National Ave • West Allis, WI 53227

414-321-1850 • www.kathysshadeshop.com

For ALL Your PRINTING NEEDS!

Mon. - Fri: 9-5 • Sat. Eves. By Appt.

(414) 

321-9421
6211 W. Forest Home Ave. • Milwaukee, WI 53220

For ALL Your PRINTING NEEDS!

Mon. - Fri: 9-5 • Sat. Eves. By Appt.

OFF 
Your First 

Order

N89 W16416 Main St., Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Health Center

3939 S. 92nd St. 

Greenfield, WI 53228

Phone: (414) 321-1800 

Fax: (414) 546-7357

Knights of Columbus for Catholics
Discover the Catholic  

difference for your  
financial needs.

Find an agent at kofc.org or by calling 1-800-345-5632





Studying God’s Word
• Numbers 11:25-29
• James 5:1-6
• Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 [137B]

The readings for the Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time speak to issues of unity and 
exclusivity that have affected faith communities 
throughout the ages. Scripture teaches us to be 
open to God’s radical nature of inclusivity.

The first reading is taken from the Book of 
Numbers. This fourth book of the Old Testament 
picks up Israel’s journey beginning at the base 
of Mount Sinai and continues until Israel’s 
arrival at the plains of Moab, a territory on the 
southeastern border of the Promised Land. 
Today’s reading is an excerpt from Numbers 
11:1-35 and presents some of the challenges 
in the early days of Israel’s long desert 
journey. Burdened by the complaints of the 
overwhelming number of Israelites, literally 
numbering in the hundreds of thousands (see 
Nm 11:21), God arranged to have seventy elders 
assist Moses in the day-to-day operations of 
the Israelite desert community. Certain as to 
how God’s Spirit works within the community, 
Joshua (Moses’ top aide and general to his 
army), objected when some members of the 
community (Eldad and Medad) prophesied in 
the camp. Moses’ reaction taught the young 
Joshua an important lesson: “Are you jealous 
for my sake? Would that all people of the LORD 
were prophets! Would that the LORD might 
bestow his spirit on them all!”

The second reading is the final reading from 
the Letter of James. Today’s reading is part of 
the closing remarks of this letter. Here James 

issues a final caution to the rich, especially 
those who have exploited the poor to achieve 
wealth. He warns that the “cries” of the poor 
(“the harvesters”) have “reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts” (5:4). For James, this serves as a 
warning against material possessions, since in 
James’ view, material wealth created division 
and exclusivity, which, in turn, worked against 
the building-up of true Christian community.

In the Gospel reading for today, we hear that 
John (one of Jesus’ disciples), is disturbed by an 
unexpected development: someone outside the 
circle of the disciples is successfully driving out 
demons in Jesus’ name. Like Moses with Joshua, 
Jesus teaches John an important lesson: “Do not 
prevent him. There is no one who performs a 
mighty deed in my name who can at the same 
time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against 
us is for us.” Jesus teaches John that God works 
through others outside the view of our limited 
human vision.

The Gospel reading concludes with Jesus issuing 
a warning to the disciples: do not interfere 
with God’s work of salvation. Using dramatic 
metaphors of cutting off a hand or a foot, as well 
as plucking out an eye, Jesus warns those who 
would cause “one of these little ones ... to sin.” 
Jesus advises that it is better for someone enter 
the kingdom of God lame or half-blind than “to 
be thrown into Gehenna.” (Gehenna is the Greek 
transliteration of the Hebrew word gê-hinnôm—
Valley of Hinnom—and is a reference to the 
place where children where offered as sacrifices 
in idolatrous cult worship during Israel’s 
Monarchy period in the tenth century BC.) This 
explains Jesus’ pointed reference here to the 
“little ones.” Jesus’ intense and violent imagery 
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is used to emphasize his point: Whereas human 
behavior and inclination is often to exclude, 
God’s nature is to include, constantly seeking 
ways to save all people.

The tension between unity and exclusivity is 
part of the human condition that defines and 
shapes our communities of faith. Scripture 
teaches us to rise above the desire to exclude and 
seek first the ways of God.
Dr. Daniel J. Scholz

Inspiring Your Homily
Few of us, if any, can say that we have never 
been jealous. It is a normal reaction, but it 
becomes problematic when it persists. Jealousy is 
a cleverly disguised need for power and control 
that can lead to dominance and insensitivity to 
others. It is a powerful force in our lives, and we 
need God’s help to overcome and deal with it. 
Jealousy easily happens when we see others who 
are more fortunate than ourselves. Social media 
enables us to see inside other people’s lives, 
which helps us to spiral down in our spiritual 
lives because we are controlled by our desires. 
The more we focus on ourselves, the less we 
focus on God.

We heard today how God sent his Spirit upon 
the elders who wanted to assist Moses, which 
gave rise to jealousy and suspicion. Even Joshua, 
the future leader of the Israelites, fell into the 
trap. He told Moses to stop Eldad and Medad 
from speaking out, but Moses responded that he 
wished everyone was a prophet.

Jealousy is one of the deadly sins, which can 
be traced back to the Cain and Abel story. God 
accepted what Abel offered him but not Cain’s 
offering. Cain became jealous, which was so 
overpowering an emotion that he killed his 
brother. Saul became jealous of David because 
“Saul has slain his thousands, David his tens of 
thousands” (1 Sm 18:7). Saul ends his own life by 
falling on his sword.

St. Thomas Aquinas maintained that jealousy 
is the only sin that does not give us pleasure. It 
leads to competitiveness, because if we lose at 

any game, we consider ourselves worthless. We 
place unrealistic expectations on ourselves and 
those around us, and we feel things should be 
easier and faster for us. If nothing happens, we 
become upset about our shortcomings.

We begrudge people who are more talented, 
who have more material possessions and 
money. We feel jealous about others’ successes, 
strengths, and relationships. Someone else’s life 
looks much easier than ours, or they have closer 
friendships. Social networking like Facebook 
enables us to compare ourselves to others. We 
wish that we had the nice things that others 
possess, so we continue to harp or complain 
when we don’t have them, which leads us to 
berate ourselves. The green ey’d monster that 
Shakespeare wrote about raises its ugly head 
and controls us. We need the self-control that St. 
Paul writes about to the Ephesians (5:23), and his 
attitude, “I know indeed how to live in humble 
circumstances; I know also how to live with 
abundance” (Phil 4:12).

We can easily overextend ourselves to keep 
up with the Joneses, as the saying goes. We 
like to impress others with our home, our car, 
our clothes. The worst part is we become what 
Dorothy Sayers, a novelist, calls “levelers,” 
cutting people down to our size. It is comparable 
to tripping our competitor before the finish line, 
or hoping the person pulls a hamstring along the 
route.

Jesus had to deal with jealousy because some of 
his apostles wanted to stop a man from casting 
out demons. Maybe the added reason was 
because they failed in their exorcism of a demon. 
They might have considered themselves insiders 
or protective of their turf, as happens in some 
parishes. So he had to reprimand them as Moses 
did. Don’t you ever wonder if the apostles 
learned from this event in their lives? We might 
be jealous every time someone plays the piano, 
and we wish we could do that. Rather than 
wallow in jealousy that can consume us, why not 
take piano lessons?

Most of us have an ingrained attitude that 
entitles us to certain things. Some young adults 
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who leave home believe that their standard of 
living should be better than their parents, even 
though their parents have worked hard and long 
to accomplish what they have. Some people 
strapped with financial problems feel “entitled” 
to buy things on credit, despite knowing they 
will go into debt and that it is a lousy idea. 
Having nice things, however, is more important 
to them than getting out of debt.

Jealousy means we are not satisfied with the 
gifts God has given us. In Hebrews we read, 
“Be content with what you have” (13:5). That 
becomes a challenge for many because they see 
the nice things others have, but it does not stop 
them from complaining that they are not as 
blessed. They end up being hard on themselves 
for what they don’t have, instead of being 
grateful for what they have.

Trying to counteract our jealous feelings is 
difficult and it can be comparable to attempting 
to control our car skidding on ice. It is most 
challenging, but we need to avoid the hazard by 
finding out what is triggering the jealousy. We 
must admit and confess it the next time we avail 
ourselves of the sacrament of reconciliation.

A story is told about two men in a hospital 
room. One of them had his bed near the window 
and each day he would vividly describe what 
he saw outside. The other man became very 
jealous. One night the man near the window 
had a heart attack, but he could not reach his call 
button. The other man refused to call the nurse, 
which resulted in the man dying in his hospital 
bed. As soon as his body was removed, the other 
man insisted the next morning that he obtain the 
bed near the window, which he did. When he 
looked out the window, however, all he saw was 
a blank wall.

Jealousy has its own punishment. St. James tells 
us that “where jealousy and selfish ambition 
exist, there is disorder and every foul practice” 
(3:16). St. Paul gives the best advice, that “[love] 
is not jealous” (1 Cor 13:4). Love can conquer 
any jealousy.
Rev. Richard Hart, OFM Cap

Quoting from Tradition
The measure of love is, to stop nowhere; “that 
your love,” says he, “may abound yet more and 
more.” Consider the character of the expression, 
“that it may abound yet more and more,” he 
says, “in knowledge and all discernment.” 
He does not extol friendship merely, nor love 
merely, but such as comes of knowledge; that 
is, Ye should not apply the same love to all: 
for this comes not of love, but from want of 
feeling. What means he by “in knowledge”? 
He means, with judgment, with reason, with 
discrimination. There are who love without 
reason, simply and any how, whence it comes 
that such friendships are weak. He says, “in 
knowledge and all discernment, that ye may 
approve the things that are excellent,” that is, 
the things that are profitable. This I say not for 
my own sake, says he, but for yours, for there 
is danger lest any one be spoiled by the love of 
the heretics; for all this he hints at, and see how 
he brings it in. Not for my own sake, says he, 
do I say this, but that ye may be sincere, that is, 
that ye receive no spurious doctrine under the 
pretense of love. How then, says he, “If it be 
possible, live peaceably with all men”? “Live 
peaceably” (Rom. xii. 18), he says, not, Love so 
as to be harmed by that friendship; for he says, 
“if thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck 
it out, and cast it from thee; that ye may be 
sincere” (Matt. V. 29), that is, before God, “and 
without offence,” that is, before men, for many 
men’s friendships are often a hurt to them. Even 
though it hurts thee not, says he, still another 
may stumble thereat. “Unto the day of Christ”; 
i.e. that ye may then be found pure, having 
caused no one to stumble.
John Chrysostom, Homily II, Homilies on Philippians.
Translation from A Select Library of the Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church.
Series II. Volume 13. Edited by P. Schaff et al.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, reprint 1978–1983.
Research by Jay Martin
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Building Your Liturgy
September 27, 2015
Our entrance antiphon speaks of God having 
true judgment as we are sinners who do not obey 
the commands, but the Collect appeals to God for 
pardon and mercy, “and make those hastening 
to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of 
heaven.”

There is so much to unpack in this prayer. We 
frequently talk of living the commands and 
doing God’s will, but one questions if it is 
something we do naturally or begrudgingly. The 
Collect’s use of “hastening” provides a sense of 
urgency, a sense of purpose and intentionality. 
Are we actively working toward the kingdom?

Some Protestant faiths ask the question, “Are you 
saved?” and relate it in a “one and done” manner 
with their baptisms or altar calls. Our reality 
is that we are baptized and confirmed, but we 
frequently receive the sacraments of Communion 
and confession. We know God is good and has 
infinite mercy, but we don’t just rest on our 
laurels. We must actively seek to be better people 
and to strive for good. We cannot get caught up 
in the petty bickering.

It is easy for me to read the Gospel and say, 
“Those silly guys. I wouldn’t do that!” But the 
reality is, I may not bicker with coworkers, but I 
am guilty of passing judgments, or being jealous 
if someone gets more attention from the pastor or 
more support for their programs. It is easy to get 
caught comparing salaries or offices or judging 
how many hours another puts in, especially in 
church ministry where the hours are often fluid 
depending on the events of the week.

Would that we all had the spirit of the psalmist, 
being thankful for the law of the Lord and its 
guidance. God’s guidance is not something 
negative to hem us in but a gift that he offers to 
rein us in, protecting us from ourselves!

For a fresh sound, try Ed Bolduc’s version of 
Psalm 19. The refrain is translated as “Lord, You 
have the words of everlasting life”; it begins 
bare-bones but then adds layers.

Sunday Preface 6 puts it all in perspective: “For 
in you we live and move and have our being...”

Consider the Irish prayer “Christ Be beside Me” 
in one of its sung forms or “Sent Forth by God’s 
Blessing.” Tom Booth’s “Cry the Gospel” or 
Angotti’s “I Send You Out” also would fit well.

Planning Your Week
Tuesday is the feast of Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael, the archangels. Note that there are two 
options for the first reading. There is a Gloria, 
and the day has its own preface. Expose your 
congregation to the “Hymn of the Angels” from 
Hansel and Gretel.

Wednesday is the memorial of St. Jerome, who 
was one of the first doctors of the church, who 
translated much of the Bible into Latin for the 
Vulgate translation. Tuesday is the memorial of 
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, the Little Flower, who is 
one of four female doctors of the church. She did 
not do great scholarly things like Jerome but had 
a simple way to perfection.

Friday is the memorial of the Holy Guardian 
Angels.
Jill Maria Murdy
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Raising Your Prayers
Introductions
For the Mass of the Day (to use after the Greeting).
The action of God’s spirit cannot be limited. We 
are misled if we believe that it can only be found 
in this place or that or in a particular person or 
group. Any action of service, especially to those 
who are most weak and vulnerable, is God’s 
work and a testimony to faith. We must caution 
ourselves, however, and guard against becoming 
too absorbed in worldly things as they can 
distract us from what is most important.

Penitential Act
Realizing that God’s precepts
are not meant to be burdens but vehicles to joy,
we ask God to cleanse us,
especially from faults that are unknown,
so that we can live God’s law more perfectly.
(Pause for silent reflection.)

Your ordinances are true and all of them are just.
Lord, have mercy.

Your decree is trustworthy and gives wisdom to 
 the simple.
Christ, have mercy.

Your law is perfect and refreshes our souls.
Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of the Faithful
Heavenly Father,
we offer our prayers today,
seeking to live more perfectly
the law you place before us
and to be more sensitive to your guidance.

For all leaders and ministers in the church,
especially those who proclaim the Gospel
in difficult circumstances,
that they may see their ministry of presence
as a presence of love and the very work of God.
We pray to the Lord.

For the grace of being able to realize
that sharing brings a greater joy than coveting.
We pray to the Lord.

For newly married couples
and those preparing for marriage,
that they may see that God is trustworthy
and that his laws are perfect,
so that a strong relationship with him
will be the foundation of the love they share.
We pray to the Lord.

For those willing to risk
and be voices for those who are oppressed,
witnesses to the challenges
and priorities of living the Gospel,
and for advocates for peace,
that, although they are often ridiculed
and put in harm’s way,
they may persevere and not lose heart.
We pray to the Lord.

For those who have died and now rest in God,
that the joy that being fulfilled brings
will allow their souls to soar in peace
as they discover the love eternity brings.
We pray to the Lord.

Gentle and compassionate God,
may these prayers, petitions of our love for you,
lead us to a greater desire for
and awareness of your presence!
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Rev. Mark Suslenko



Engaging Your Parishioners
Reflections to use for your bulletins, website, social 
media, and more.

Message of the Week
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is making a dramatic 
contrast between “life” (heaven) and Gehenna 
(hell). He emphasizes that no sacrifice is too 
great to keep oneself out of the miseries of hell. 
His images are shocking. Cutting off hands and 
feet? Plucking out eyes? Ouch! Is hell really so 
bad that we’d rather go to heaven maimed than 
go to hell in one piece? Apparently so. The point 
is clear: we need to do whatever it takes to avoid 
sin and ultimately to avoid hell.

The catechism defines this state of eternal misery 
as “definitive self-exclusion from communion 
with God” (§1033). Yes, self-exclusion. God 
doesn’t “send” anyone to hell. Rather, someone 
chooses hell when he or she freely chooses 
something over God and won’t repent. The 
choice is ours: cut out the source of the sin—
painful though it may be—or stubbornly march 
with our beloved sins straight into Gehenna. 
Realistically, what we choose “over” God 
are not so much our physical body parts as 
things like a high-paying job that isn’t ethical, 
a favorite pastime that isn’t morally upright, 
or a relationship that isn’t chaste. Jesus tells us 
clearly today, whatever it is that “causes you to 
sin, cut it off.” Period.

Questions of the Week
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48:
How does your faith community deal 
with jealousy?

Numbers 11:25-29:
What do you think of Moses’ advice to Joshua?

James 5:1-6:
What lures you to wealth and riches?

Everyday Stewardship
You can’t guess how many times the phrase has 
been heard in my family, “It’s time to start eating 
healthy.” You can’t guess because I can’t even 
guess, and it’s my family! When that intense 
awareness arrives that we have as a collective 
unit all fallen too far off the bandwagon, we 
begin to devise a plan. Exercise, more water, 
lower carbs, more water, leafy greens, and more 
water: you get the picture. Also, every time, we 
must remove all bad foods from the house and 
make a commitment never to buy such items 
again. These delicious snacks will lead us down 
the path to ruin. They must be eliminated.

Of course, no cookie ever made me eat it. But 
I have chosen to eat many cookies. My will at 
times is just too weak to resist eating it. So, it 
actually is a good move not to have it in the 
pantry. There is no reason to unnecessarily 
tempt oneself.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus goes to extremes to 
make this very point. He suggests that even if a 
body part causes us to sin, cut it off. Of course, 
my hand, eye, or foot has never forced me to do 
anything. However, the point is well taken that 
we cannot allow ourselves to fall back into the 
same patterns of sin, again and again.

When applying this theme to stewardship, we 
cannot allow ourselves to come up against the 
same obstacles to mature discipleship, again 
and again. If something tempts us to spend our 
money unwisely, or waste our time, or squander 
our talents and gifts, changes need to be made. 
Since we are not perfect, we will always find 
new obstacles along the way. When we realize 
we have fallen again, we need to make a change, 
and empty our spiritual pantries of all those bad 
cookies. Then we will be on the path again to 
good stewardship health.
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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