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Advent—Hope towards Christmas 

 
 Each year, I have noticed more and more Christmas Creep. It used to be mostly related to shopping, 
as stores brought out Christmas related items earlier and earlier each year, but it appears that 
Christmas Creep is taking a deeper hold on society beyond the retail realm. Much of the secular world 
seemingly has been celebrating Christmas since at least Thanksgiving. We are already used to radio 
stations switching to all Christmas music by early November. This year, beyond the radio stations, and 
the commercials telling us it is the holiday season, I saw a Christmas display and lights in somebody’s 
yard on November 16. What I also noticed was that nearly all of the early arriving holiday decorations 
I saw in people’s yards, as well as commercial and civic decorations, had nothing to do with our Catholic 
Christian understanding of Christmas. There were wintery scenes, snowmen, Santa, reindeer, and even 
penguins in yards, and numerous commercials suggesting that purchases bring the magic of Christmas, 
but very little to do with Jesus’s birth. 
 
 I would suggest that this earlier and earlier embrace of Christmas might have something to do with 
the current state of affairs in our society and world: people are searching for something to feel good 
about. As followers of Christ, we have a different perspective of when the Christmas season begins, but 
we are hardly immune from struggling with these times. At a recent reflection on the Advent readings led 
by Jesuit priest Roc O'Connor, he asked those in attendance how they were feeling about things these 
days. There was an overwhelming sense of distress and anxiety amongst those who responded. Between 
wars, mass shootings, poverty, terrorism, and the state of politics and society, the sense was one of 
disgust, darkness, and despair. Fr. O’Connor mentioned that he thought it was the most hopeless period 
he had lived through. 
 
 Advent, which marks the start of the new liturgical year, is our time of preparation for Christmas and 
the coming of Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” As we prepare for Jesus’ coming, we prepare to 
remember the birth of Jesus, the incarnation. We also prepare to invite Jesus into our lives today. Finally, 
we prepare for Jesus’s return at the end of time. Advent began on Sunday, December 3, and continues 
until Christmas Eve. So how do we avoid putting the cart before the horse, celebrating Christmas so early 
that we are tired of Christmas carols by the time it actually arrives? How can we prepare ourselves 
during Advent for Jesus’ coming? How can we turn to God, not things, in our search for hope and 
answers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Letter continued on other side] 



 The Gospel on the First Sunday of Advent says we are to Be watchful! Be alert! Pope Francis has some 
ideas on how to do this in an address he gave on the First Sunday of Advent: 
 

The person that takes heed is one that, in the noise of the world, doesn’t let 
himself be overwhelmed by distraction or by superficiality, but lives in a full 
and aware way, with concern first of all for others. With this attitude, we are 
aware of the tears and the needs of our neighbor and we can also grasp his 
human and spiritual capacities and qualities. The person that heeds then turns 
also to the world, trying to counter the indifference and cruelty in it, and 
rejoicing over the treasures of beauty that also exist and are guarded. 
It’s about having a look of understanding either to recognize the miseries and 
poverties of individuals and societies or to recognize the richness hidden in 
little everyday things, precisely there, where the Lord has placed us. 

 
 Let us take Pope Francis’ words to heart this Advent as well as Fr. Bill’s suggestion in a recent homily 
that we might be watchful and alert for Christ this Advent by asking ourselves and reflecting on this 
question each day: where did I encounter Christ today? 
 
 I wish you all a fruitful Advent. 
 
 Steve Szymanski 
 Director of Child Ministries 



©67$7(0(17�1$0(ª 
©63(&,$/�$''5(66ª 
©'(/,9(5<�$''5(66ª 
©&,7<ª��©67$7(ª�©=,3�&2'(ª 

(QY��1R��BBBBBBBBBB 
 
 
2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG�3OHGJH��������� &RQWULEXWLRQV�WR�3OHGJH 
 ............................. ������ ...................................... ������ 
/DVW�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�3OHGJH�RQ�>'DWH@...................... ������ 
 
727$/�'RQDWLRQV�WR�$//�3DULVK�)XQGV .............. ������ 
/DVW�'RQDWLRQ�RQ .................................................... >'DWH@ 

2XU�/DG\�RI�/RXUGHV�6WHZDUGVKLS�&RQWULEXWLRQ�
-DQXDU\�����  

(QY��1R���BBBBBBBBBB 'DWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJXODU�2IIHULQJ-2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG .. �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG ...................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO ....................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6ROHPQLW\�RI�0DU\��-DQ���� ............ �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
&KHFN���BBBBBBBB 727$/��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

2XU�/DG\�RI�/RXUGHV�6WHZDUGVKLS�&RQWULEXWLRQ�
-DQXDU\����� 

(QY��1R���BBBBBBBBBB 'DWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJXODU�2IIHULQJ-2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG .. �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG ...................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO ....................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6ROHPQLW\�RI�0DU\��-DQ���� ............ �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
&KHFN���BBBBBBBB 727$/��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

2XU�/DG\�RI�/RXUGHV�6WHZDUGVKLS�&RQWULEXWLRQ�
-DQXDU\����� 

(QY��1R���BBBBBBBBBB 'DWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJXODU�2IIHULQJ-2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG .. �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG ...................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO ....................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6ROHPQLW\�RI�0DU\��-DQ���� ............ �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
&KHFN���BBBBBBBB 727$/��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

2XU�/DG\�RI�/RXUGHV�6WHZDUGVKLS�&RQWULEXWLRQ�
-DQXDU\����� 

(QY��1R���BBBBBBBBBB 'DWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJXODU�2IIHULQJ-2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG .. �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG ...................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO ....................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6ROHPQLW\�RI�0DU\��-DQ���� ............ �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
&KHFN���BBBBBBBB 727$/��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

2XU�/DG\�RI�/RXUGHV�6WHZDUGVKLS�&RQWULEXWLRQ�
-DQXDU\����� 

(QY��1R���BBBBBBBBBB 'DWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

5HJXODU�2IIHULQJ-2SHUDWLQJ�)XQG .. �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG ...................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6W��9LQFHQW�GH�3DXO ....................... �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
6ROHPQLW\�RI�0DU\��-DQ���� ............ �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
&KHFN���BBBBBBBB 727$/��BBBBBBBBBBBBB 



  

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 

ORDER FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST TWO 

BUSINESS DAYS IN ADVANCE OF SELECTED GAME(S) 

 

No ticket required for children under the age of two. No exchanges or refunds. Orders are filled with the best available seating at the time they are received and are subject to 

availability. Offer not available at the arena box office. Tickets purchased through this offer may not be resold, unless otherwise authorized in writing by the Bucks.  

The Bucks reserve the right to restrict or cancel orders. Savings based on original single game ticket values. 

 

 

 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT ZACH YOUNKER AT 414-908-3785 OR ZYOUNKER@BUCKS.COM 

ALL FIELDS MUST BE FILLED OUT COMPLETELY 
 

First & Last Name (must be 18+) ______________________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 

City ________________________________________ St _________ Zip ______________ 
 

Day Phone (required) ______________________________________________________ 
 

Email (required)___________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment Method (circle one): 

VISA     MC     AMEX     DISC     CHECK PAYABLE TO MILWAUKEE BUCKS 
 

Card # ________________________________________________ Exp. ____________ 
 

Signature _________________________________________________________________ 

 

ORDER AT BUCKS.COM/TICKETPASS 

 

ENTER PROMO CODE IN THE “ACCESS AN OFFER” BOX OLOLMKE 

 

 Mail form with payment to: 

Milwaukee Bucks, ATTN: Zach Younker 

1001 N. Fourth Street, Milwaukee, WI 5320 
Must be received at least 2 business days in advance of game(s) 

 

Scan and email to: 

ZYOUNKER@BUCKS.COM  

 

 

Visit: 

BUCKS.COM/TICKETPASS 

Promo Code: OLOLMKE 

 

TICKETPASS 

 

 

 

Through your organization’s participation in the Bucks TicketPASS program,  

you are eligible for SAVINGS UP TO 24%  

 More games & seating options available online!  

 

 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

BULLS        12/15  

   
 

 

$ 

 
 

 

CAVS          12/19  

   
 
 

$ 

 

   
 

 

 

 

HORNETS  12/22  

   
 

 

$ 

 

 
 

BULLS        12/26  

   
 

 

$ 

 
 

 

RAPTORS      1/5  

   
 
 

$ 

   
 

 
 

 

 

TOTAL 

 

 
 

 

$ 

 

# $82 Lower 

Corner Tickets 

# $44 400-Level 

Side Court  

Tickets 

# $27 400-

Level Corner 

Tickets 

TOTAL 

# $106 Lower 

Corner Tickets 

# $48 400-Level 

Side Court  

Tickets 

 

# $33 400-

Level Corner 

Tickets 

TOTAL 

More games & seating options available online!  

 

FRIDAY 

 

 

DEC. 15 / 7pm 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

 

DEC. 19 / 7pm 

 

 

TUESDAY 

 

 

DEC. 26 / 7pm 

 

 

FRIDAY 
JAN. 5 / 7pm 

 

 

BUCKS v RAPTORS 

FRI., JAN. 5
TH

  

Giannis Starting  

Lineup Figure 

1
st

 5,000 Fans 

Presented by Pick ‘n Save 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 

DEC. 22 / 7pm 

 

 

BUCKS v HORNETS 

FRI., DEC. 22
ND

  

B Sweater Koozie 

1
st

 5,000 Adults 

Presented by Pick ‘n Save 

 

 

http://www.bucks.com/BUCKSPASS
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