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... a pilgrim church 
coming to know 

the kingdom of God 
by being Christ 

to the world. 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. 
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing.” 

Isaiah 9:1-2 
 

Greetings and Christmas Blessings! 

 These words from Isaiah, proclaimed at the Midnight Mass of Christmas, are words of 

consolation, comfort, and joy. While penned thousands of years ago, they still ring true for us 

modern folk. 

 During the season of Advent, we have watched, waited and anticipated the Light of Christ 

through prayer and acts of love and kindness. 

 Our hope is that today, in some way, you will know the Light of God’s love break into your life. 

Our prayer is that this in-breaking of God’s incredible love will fill you with joy and overflow into 

the new year. 

 Our joy is in living God’s love together as we gather, pray and serve in the name of Jesus 

Christ. He is our Light! 

 On behalf of the entire staff of Our Lady of Lourdes — including our assisting priest, Fr. Bill, 

and all of our help-out priests — I wish you a blessed and merry Christmas! 

 

 In peace, 

 Nancie Chmielewski 

 Parish Director 

http://www.ololmke.org
https://www.facebook.com/ololmke
https://twitter.com/ololmke
mailto:olol@archmil.org


EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REFLECTION 

Everyday Stewardship 

 “Last year we waited much too long to buy our Christmas trees. We usually 

have one in the living room and then one by the large window in our room that 

sits at the front of the house. Essentially, there is one for us to see and then one 

for all the neighbors walking their dogs in the December cold. If you wait too 

long to buy a fresh tree you might just not find a tree. But last year I found one 

tree lot I had not bought from in the past. Luckily, they had some great trees. 

The price was a little higher than I was used to but a tree would be mine no 

matter what. 

 “What I found interesting at the lot was a group of about nine young 

people sitting around a fire, laughing and drinking coffee. I wondered, ‘All of 

these people for a tree lot late at night and this late in the season?’ What I 

found out was these weren't paid workers. These were recovering drug and 

alcohol addicts. This was their rehab's tree lot and this was their service and 

group therapy. I spoke to a couple of them and found they were the nicest 

people around. They were full of joy for the new life they had found and 

thankful for the people who helped bring them through the trial of their lives. 

Suddenly, that tree they sold me seemed more beautiful and majestic than it 

had when I first drove up. 

 “This Christmas, may the Lord that slept in a manger provide for you rest. 

May the God that gives many gifts to all of us bless you abundantly. And may 

the Prince of Peace help you to find true gratitude for the gift of life. May you 

and yours feel the joy of the season, like a group of recovering addicts around 

a campfire on a cold December night.” 

 Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

  

GIFT  

 “Baptism: Taking the Plunge” will be the topic at GIFT on 

January 7 and 8. Baptism is an important initiation into the 

life of the church. What does that mean for us today? 

Mary Osep, the recently retired youth and young adult 

minister from OLOL, will share experiences, a little wisdom 

she has gained, and, of course, provide a challenge. We 

hope to see you there! 

 

Adult Confirmation 

 Are you an adult Catholic who never received the 

sacrament of confirmation? Many adults find that, as teens, 

they were not ready for this step. If this is you, and you 

now feel ready, consider joining us for a four-week 

preparation on Sundays: February 18, March 4, 11, and 

18. We will meet immediately following the 10:30 am 

liturgy in the Parish Director’s Office. We will meet for an 

hour or so each week. You will receive this sacrament 

during the Easter Vigil on the evening of March 31. If you 

are interested, kindly contact the Parish Office for more 

information. The deadline is February 4. 

What is the Discipleship Institute? 

 Christians everywhere want to be better disciples of 

Jesus Christ. But many adults struggle to know when and how 

to grow their discipleship. 

 To remedy this, Our Lady of Lourdes offers the 

Discipleship Institute. We provide programs and events that 

guide Christians in spiritual formation and education so they 

can be better followers of Jesus. The Discipleship Institute 

invites members of our faith community (and beyond) to get 

more involved by being credible witnesses to the Gospel. 

The Discipleship Institute offers a variety of programs to 

help each individual grow in following Jesus as one of his 

disciples in the modern world and to support our parish’s 

worship, formation, and service ministries.  

 The Discipleship Institute is laying the groundwork for the 

future of our parish by identifying, supporting, and 

encouraging future leaders. Visit the parish website 

(ololmke.org/discipleship-institute/) for more information on 

the Discipleship Institute and all it offers. Brochures are 

available in the rack located outside the Parish Office. 

 

 Wishing you all a blessed and merry Christmas! 

http://www.ololmke.org/discipleship-institute/

