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... a pilgrim church 
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Date Prize Ticket Winner 
6/5 .............. $50.00 ....... 0767 ........... Mike Terry 
6/6 .............. $20.00 ....... 1021 ........... Cole Kielpinski 
6/7 .............. $20.00 ....... 0935 ........... Cathy Markwiese 
6/8 .............. $20.00 ....... 0475 ........... Jessica Toetz 
6/9 .............. $20.00 ....... 0710 ........... Mary Beth Casey 
6/10 ............ $20.00 ....... 0730 ........... David Dziedzic 
6/11 ............ $20.00 ....... 0373 ........... Julie Sattler 

Parish Support - June 1-5, 2016 
Stewardship Offering (Envelopes/Electronic) ...................................... $15,902.50 
Offertory ........................................................................................................... $930.07 

 
Budget Updates Fiscal Year: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016 

Contributions Received ............................................................................ $687,936.12 
Contribution Budget ................................................................................. $721,125.00 
Difference as of 6/5/16............................................................. ($33,188.88) 

 

Operating Income .................................................................................... $882,278.40 
Operating Expenses ................................................................................ $902,132.49 
Balance as of 5/31/16 (tentative) ............................................. ($19,854.09) 

 
Improvement Fund Updates 

Beginning Balance ...................................................................................... $97,733.99 
Donations ..................................................................................................... $48,007.29 
Expenses..................................................................................................... ($44,525.66) 
Balance as of 6/5/16 ................................................................ $101,215.62 

 

Keep Our Vision Growing Campaign Capital Appeal 
KOVG Cash Balance as of 6/5/16 ............................................ $168,706.90 
Music Ministry Platform Renovation (Spring 2016).........................   $190,267.00 
 Expenses already paid .............................................. ($23,613.25) 
 Remaining Project Expenses .......................................... $166,653.75 

Break Free! 
 It’s hard to know when you have a 
pornography addiction, and it’s even 
more difficult to admit you have one, 
and get help. It might start out 
innocently enough – you run across 
an image on the internet – and you 
keep going back. You may not even 
realize how much power 
pornography has over you. The 
Catholic Church loves and cares for 
you. We can help you break free of 
pornography addiction. Take the first 
step! We can help! Visit the Nazareth 
Project of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee at: 
http://ow.ly/NFgn3017Vks  
 
Theology on Tap 2016 
Grab a beer. Meet your neighbor. 
Hear a message. 
 Young adults (20s + 30s) of any 
faith (and no faith) are invited to a 
pub in your neighborhood for 
community and conversation. Free—
this round is on us! 
 Join us at Natty Oaks Pub, in 
West Allis, at 7:00 pm every 
Monday, July 11 - August 1, to learn 
how you can make a difference in 
our community, our nation, and our 
world - and bring a friend! 
 Visit brewcitycatholic.com for 
more information and to see the full 
list of all Theology on Tap sites! 
Follow us on Instagram 
@brewcitycatholic. 

CALENDAR RAFFLE 2016 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

SUN 19 

Repairers of the Breach Collection 
 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

MON 20 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Rm 9 
 6:00 pm Digital Comm. Cmte. Rm 6 
 6:30 pm Centering Prayer Rm 9 

TUE 21 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 
 6:45 pm Boy Scouts - Tr. 612 Hall AB 
 7:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul 
  Mtg.   Rm 3 
 7:00 pm Social Justice Cmte. Rm 4 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 



Spiritual Direction 

 Summer is a great time to relax and go deeper in our spiritual lives. Do you 

have questions? Looking for someone to process your faith journey with you? 

Contact Nancie Chmielewski at chmielewskin@archmil.org. or at 

(414) 545-4316 Also, please check out our bulletin board next to Room 10. 

 

A Little Father’s Day History 

according to http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/fathers-day-history.html:  

 “[Our] modern version of the Father's Day celebration originated in the 

United States of America and thereafter the tradition spread in countries 

around the world. The world owes thanks to Ms. Sonora Louise Smart Dodd, a 

loving daughter from Spokane, Washington, as it is because of her struggle 

that Father's Day saw the light of the day. 

 The idea of a Father's Day celebration originated in Sonora's mind when she 

per chance listened to a Mother's Day sermon in 1909. Fairly mature at the 

age 27, Sonora pondered if there is a day to honor mothers then why not for 

fathers? Sonora felt strongly for fathers because of the affection she received 

from her own father, Mr. William Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran. Sonora's 

mother died while in childbirth when she was just 16. Mr. Smart raised the 

newborn and five other children with love and care. 

 Inspired by Ms. Anna Jarvis's struggle to promote Mother's Day, Ms. Dodd 

began a rigorous campaign to celebrate Father's Day in the US. The Spokane 

Ministerial Association and the local Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) 

supported Sonora's cause. As a result, Spokane celebrated its first Father's Day 

on June 19, 1910. Though there was initial hesitation, the idea gained gradual 

popularity all over the US and Fathers’ Day came to be celebrated in cities 

across the country. Looking at the heightened popularity of Father's Day, 

President Woodrow Wilson approved of this idea in 1916. President Calvin 

Coolidge also supported the idea of a national Father's Day in 1924 to 

"establish more intimate relations between fathers and their children and to 

impress upon fathers the full measure of their obligations." After a protracted 

struggle over four decades, President Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential 

proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father's Day in 1966. Then 

in 1972, President Richard Nixon established a permanent national observance 

of Father's Day to be held on the third Sunday of June. Sonora Smart Dodd 

was honored for her contribution at the World's Fair in Spokane in 1974. Mrs. 

Dodd died in 1978 at age 96.” 

APPRECIATION 
 

 Appreciation is seeing the good in 

life. It is recognizing the gifts that 

come our way and showing gratitude 

for them. 
 

 When we express appreciation to 

others, we mirror the virtues we see 

in them. Love thrives on appreciation. 
 

 As we do the spiritual work life 

calls us to do, it is important to 

appreciate our own efforts and to 

acknowledge our progress.  
 

 Drinking deeply of the beauty 

and pleasures life offers, we don’t 

waste a single day. 
 

 Who or what are you most 

grateful for in your life? Do you 

value the gifts in the tests life throws 

at us? 

FORMATION 

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK 

WED 22 

 9:00 am PrayArt© - Terce Hall A 
 9:30 am Liturgy  Hall B 
 10:15 am Faith Group Social Hall C 
 

THU 23 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Rm 9 
 11:30 am Widows’ Support  
  Grp.   Rm 3 

FRI  24 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 

Mercy Moment  

“Stop judging, that 
you may not be 
judged. For as you 
judge, so will you 
be judged, and the 
measure with 
which you measure 
will be measured 
out to you.”   
 
[Mt 7:1-2]  



OUTREACH 

This Deed, This Mass, We Do Together 

 Many of you have asked for information regarding the mass, the liturgy—

some stating they did not attend a Catholic grade school or high school and so 

never really learned about the Mass; others say it’s been such a long time that 

they would like a refresher; and some are new to the Catholic Church and are 

unaware of the history that brought us through the changes initiated during 

Vatican II. Apparently, we are not the only parish being asked these questions. 

In response, a liturgical resource that we use here at OLOL, Celebrations, has 

published a series of articles on the Mass by Gabe Huck.  

 Gabe Huck is one of the preeminent voices for the liturgical renewal of 

Vatican II and has been contributing to Celebrations for nearly 15 years. His 

personal journey includes the 24 years he served as director of the Chicago 

archdiocese’s Liturgy Training Publications, and after that, 7 years as a peace 

activist living in Damascus, Syria. Huck repeatedly posed the question: What 

does it mean for us to be in the world—we who hear God’s Word and 

celebrate the Paschal Mystery of Jesus? 

 Huck’s many published works helped recover the noble simplicity of the 

rituals and their power to form the baptized assembly to claim its dignity and 

engage more fully in the life and mission of the Church. These reflections were 

first cast as homilies for preachers addressing their assemblies, and it is our 

hope that by sharing them in this section during the coming weeks that they will 

provide you with insight that inspires personal reflection. 

 

Phase II Renovation and Funeral Liturgies 

 Just a reminder about how to schedule funerals during our renovation. St. 

Gregory the Great and St. Matthias parishes have graciously opened their 

doors to us for daytime funerals working around their own funeral liturgies. The 

times available for a service here at Our Lady of Lourdes are tentatively the 
following depending upon the renovation schedule:  
 

 During the week: 
 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  without a social following in the Hall 

 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm with a social in the Hall following the service 

  Family arrival:  can begin no earlier than 4:30 pm 

  Visitation: can begin no earlier than 5:00 pm 

  Hall Socials: all should be out no later than 8:15 pm 
 

 Thank you for your patience as we complete this next phase of renovation. 

WORSHIP 

From St. Vincent de Paul 

 In the Gospel today, Jesus tells us 

that “whoever wishes to save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for my sake will save it.”  

 This week, know that you will 

bring hope to the poor by your 

generous gift to the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul.  

 

Milwaukee Area Foster Parents 

Needed 
 Catholic Charities is in need of 
another infant care home to provide 
care for newborns between hospital 
discharge and the Termination of 
Parental Rights (TPR) hearing. This 
time period is typically about 30 
days. The family would be licensed 
as a foster family, and there would 
be no charge to the family. We do 
require that one of the parents in the 
household stay at home full time since 
these babies are too young for 
childcare. The infant care home is 
reimbursed for their time at a rate of 
$20 per day, and the babies would 
be eligible for full health coverage 
and WIC.  
 If you would like to learn more 
about this opportunity, please contact 
Sarah Chidester at (414) 771-2881 
or schidester@ccmke.org.  
 
 

SAT 25 
Repairers of the Breach Collection 
 5:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

SUN 26 
Repairers of the Breach Collection 
 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 



All Are Will Be Welcome! 

 

 Our song proclaims, “All are welcome,” and the next word shouldn’t be 

“unless.” “Unless you are in a wheelchair.” “Unless you have arthritic knees.” Soon 

all parishioners will be able to access the music and media platform safely 

regardless of physical challenges. Last month, we witnessed a confirmation 

sponsor in a wheelchair who was able to be part of the ritual because there is a 

ramp leading to the presider platform. Now that our other platform will have a 

ramp, we will be able to safely accommodate a priest with a walker, a cantor on 

crutches, or a sacristan with balance issues. Last week one of our beloved elders 

fell going up the sacristy steps and landed face first onto the tile. Luckily that 

person is fine, but it could have been much worse! It is comforting to rest in the 

knowledge that we as a parish are doing all we can to care for parishioners who 

are aging and/or physically challenged. Now when we sing, “All Are Welcome,” 

we know that our parish has done everything we can to live out this gospel value 

by caring for all members of our community. 

SUNDAY READINGS  
 
Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1: 
Where do you see “a spirit of grace 
and petition” in the Church today? 
 
Galatians 3:26-29: 
Paul identifies the social and cultural 
demarcation of his day (Jew and 
Greek, slave and free, male and 
female). How would you define those 
markers in our current culture? 
 
Luke 9:18-24: 
What challenges you most in Luke’s 
definition of discipleship? 

MESSAGE FOR THE WEEK - LUKE 9:18-24 
 
 Here we see Jesus taking time to be alone in prayer, but also taking time to 
engage in spiritual reflection with the other members of his community. He didn’t 
sacrifice one for the other. He found a way to have both. We are called to do 
the same. Developing the habit of personal prayer is an essential part of our 
spiritual lives. Like Jesus, we too need to set aside time and space to pray by 
ourselves, connecting as individuals with our Father in heaven. It enables us to 
give our own answer the poignant question Jesus poses today, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Personal prayer alone, however, is not enough to fulfill us 
spiritually. We are also meant to participate in the larger community of 
believers, joining together with others in communal prayer and reflection. This, 
of course, happens every time we attend Mass as we gather together at church 
and join in the liturgy. 
 
 © 2016 Liturgical Publications Inc  

Correction to Stewardship Email 

 In the stewardship email that went 

out last week, an incorrect .pdf for 

contribution slips was linked to the 

email. If you need the July 

contribution slips, please go to: 

www.ololmke.org/stewardship 

to download a .pdf file that contains 

the slips. You will find it attached to 

the icon that says “June 2016” in the 

Stewardship Letter section of the 

page. 

 Our apologies for the mistake. If 

you have issues opening or 

downloading the .pdf, please let us 

know. Contact Marc Puechner at 

puechnerm@ololmke.org. 

CONNECT! WITH THE WORD 

 COMMUNICATIONS  SPOTLIGHT 



ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.    414-471-8565

 
 

Abogados con amplia experiencia en leyes 
de inmigración

1578 West National Avenue
Milwaukee,WI 53204  • 414-751-0051

www.christopher-law.com

 

BRUSKIEWITZ
FOREST LANE 

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Family Owned  

& Operated

Celebrating 100 Years  
of Service 

1912 - 2012

Funeral & Cremation 
Services

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.

414-321-1700
Parish Member

LORENE A. HIRSCH
3927 S. 76th St. • Milwaukee, WI 53220-2320 

Office: 414-329-3999 

E-Mail: lhirsch@amfam.com

ANDREA’S PIZZA  
& FAMILY RESTAURANT

BUY 1 LUNCH OR DINNER  

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF WITH  

2 BEVERAGE PURCHASE. 

7520 W. Oklahoma Ave. • 414-321-2233

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  •  www.4lpi.com              Our Lady of Lourdes, Milwaukee, WI A 4C 01-0531

Pre-Need Lunch & Learn
Seminars Held Monthly

Call 414-649-1739 for more info
www.maxsass.com

STOCKS • BONDS • CDs 
IRAs • MUTUAL FUNDS

Jay Landreman 
Financial Advisor

3555 S 27th St., Suite A 
Milwaukee, WI 53221 
414-383-5347

www.edwardjones.com 
Member SIPC

SAVING OLD CAMERAS
Call before you toss your old Cameras & Photographic Items.

Antique to Present
Cash Paid.         Donations Accepted.         Will pick up. 

John Saller, Re"ex Images
Photographer & Parish Member

414-481-3747

Linda The Barber
3150 S 46th St
414-541-1010

Hours: Tues-Fri 8am-5pm  

& Sat 8am-2pm

S. 74th and Layton
Brook"eld • Glendale

SEBRING GARAGE 
American & Foreign Auto Repair 

• Brakes • Clutches • Shocks & Struts 
• Starters • Alternators • Batteries  

• Mufflers • Lube & Oil Service  
• Computerized Wheel Balancing 

6005 W. Howard Avenue • 321-9235 
60th & Howard Avenue

Tower Chicken Farm, Inc.
Fresh Turkeys, Chickens, Duck, Geese  

• Kielbasa Polish Sausage  

• Great Variety of Chicken Sausages 

Summer Sausage • Beef Sticks 

Chicken Burgers • Pierogi

4111 S. 6th St. • 744-7151

Contact Dennis Thompson to  

place an ad today!  

DThompson@4LPi.com or 

 (800) 950-9952 x2470

HALE PARK 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES, INC.

 

• 414-425-1441 •
“Complete Domestic & Foreign Service”

10983 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Hales Corners

Donate online to 
Our Lady of Lourdes

www.ololmke.org

Complete line of Hispanic & American Groceries. 
We specialize in fresh corn tortillas, Mexican bakery 

and our famous El Rey Tostadita Chips.

Serving Milwaukee Since 1978

 El Rey  El Rey Family Market  El Rey Plaza  El Rey Food Mart 
 916 S. Cesar Chavez  5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.  3524 W. Burnham St.  1320 W. Burnham St. 

 Milw., WI 53204  Milw., WI 53219  Milw., WI 53215  Milw., WI 53204 

 414-643-1640  414-541-5200  414-643-1616  414-383-7786

Funeral Home
Family Owned  

& Operated

5920 W. Lincoln Ave. 
414-541-7533 

www.schafffuneralhome.com

RAY’S BUTCHER
SHOPPE

SUNDAY SPECIAL

6 ROLLS FREE WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 1 # HOT HAM

4640 W. Loomis Rd., Green"eld      423-1322

Compliments of

Zaganczyk Family
Parish Members Since 1964

Beer - Soda - Wine - Liquor
Daily 9 - 9 • Sunday 10 - 2

5031 W. Oklahoma     545-2175 
WWW.DISCOUNTLIQUORINC.COM

Baychar Auto Service, Inc.
Emissions • Computer Diagnostics 

Air Conditioning • Complete Auto Repair
Leo - Owner 

3rd Generation Fair & Honest Service

6733 Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53219

543-4111 • 543-4112 • Fax 543-3909

HENRY P. FONS 
Attorney At Law

Estate Planning 

Wills • Probate • Trusts 

Real Estate • General Practice 

Personal Injury

7115 W. Forest Home Ave. 

414-327-2323

ALICE ZAGANCZYK
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS 
TAX RETURN PREPARATION

1123 N Water St. Ste 305 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-231-9138

www.amaccountingonline.com

Starting at $50
($75 with $25 Off  

New Clients, Seniors, Students)

For W2 Wages and 
1 State Filing

Zaganczyk Family 
Members since 1964

Transmissions
Tune-Up
Brakes

A/C
Alignment - Engines-Repair/Rebuild

Brakes & Computer Diagnostics 
Maintenance Service

5454 W. Forest Home Ave.
321-5450

YOUR ONE STOP AUTO REPAIR SHOP

SCHWEITZER’S
LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE
6437 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Greenfield, WI 53220 

Phone: 543-2557 
www.schweitzersservice.com

EUGENE L. KALUZNY ATTORNEY AT LAW 
~ 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ~ 

Phone: (414) 321-1449
Wills, Living Trusts, Probates of Estates, Real Estate Transactions

KALUZNY LAW OFFICES, S.C. 
6510 WEST FOREST HOME AVENUE STE. 1

Providing Quality Service, Repairs  

& Installation for over 28 Years

Prompt Service on All Makes & 

Models of Garage Doors & Openers

414-321-0500
6510 W Forest Home Ave 

www.advohd.com

We are also a proud member of the  

Better Business Bureau (A+ Rating)

EL REY Family Market
  Buy 1 Taco Get 1 FREE

(cannot be combined with other offers)  
   414-541-5200 

5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.

Full line 

of 

Custom Window 

Treatments

Professional Installation & Repairs

9034 W. National Ave • West Allis, WI 53227

414-321-1850 • www.kathysshadeshop.com

675 N. Brookfield Rd., Suite 209 • Brookfield, WI



• Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1
• Galatians 3:26-29
• Luke 9:18-24 [96C]

In the Gospel reading for the Twelfth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, we hear Jesus pose a question 
to his disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” 
In responding to their answer, Jesus defines the 
essence of Christian discipleship.

One of the fundamental questions that each of 
the New Testament Gospel writers address is 
the question of discipleship: what does it mean 
to be a follower of Jesus? In the Gospel of John, 
for example, disciples are defined as those who 
bring others to Christ. The story of the Samaritan 
woman at the well (Jn 4:4-42) is a prime example 
of Johannine discipleship. In today’s Gospel 
reading from Luke, discipleship is also clearly 
defined. Anyone who wants to be called a 
disciple of Jesus “must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow” him.

Following Mark, Luke sets up the question of 
discipleship within the larger narrative context 
of Jesus’ first Passion prediction and the question 
of Jesus’ messianic identity. Jesus initially asks 
his disciples, “Who do the crowds say that I 
am?” Notice that the crowds rightly perceive 
Jesus as some sort of prophet, similar to Elijah 
and John the Baptist. But Jesus-as-prophet is 
only one aspect of his messianic identity. Jesus 
then asks the disciples: “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answers for the others, “The Christ of 
God”—God’s anointed One. Scholars have long 
debated why Jesus’ “rebuked” Peter and the 
other disciples for Peter’s correct answer. Many 
conclude the answer lies in what Jesus says 

next: the first of three Passion predictions. “The 
Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed and on the third day be raised.” The 
problem with Peter’s response was with how 
Peter and the other disciples likely defined the 
Jewish messiahship. Jesus saw suffering at the 
heart of his identity as Christ—an aspect of 
God’s anointed One that the disciples and the 
crowds had not considered and would have 
probably rejected, despite (as heard in the first 
reading from Zechariah) Israel’s prophesies.

What probably startled and certainly challenged 
the disciples was Jesus’ insistence that his 
followers must likewise anticipate suffering: 
“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me.” For Luke, discipleship was not a call 
to martyrdom; it was a call to orient the daily 
sufferings in life, in whatever form they take—
anxiety, fear, doubt, anger, sadness—through 
the prism of the cross of Christ: self-sacrifice and 
absolute dependence upon God.

We continue to hear from Paul’s Letter to 
the Galatians as the second reading. Today’s 
reading captures well the core of Paul’s Gospel 
message: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free person, there is not 
male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” 
This helps explains Paul’s strenuous objections 
to circumcision—an outward sign of Jewish 
separation from the nations (the Gentiles). 
Paul insisted that through their common faith 
in Christ, all people enjoyed a new status as 
“Abraham’s descendent” and, as such, could 
now think of themselves as “heirs” to God’s 
promise established in the Abrahamic covenant. 

Studying God’s Word
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While this assertion may seem obvious to 
contemporary believers, in Paul’s day, this was a 
radical and dangerous concept.
Dr. Daniel J. Scholz

It can take a long time to accept culpability for 
one’s actions; to let one’s self feel true guilt, 
pain, and sorrow for mistakes made; to entertain 
the possibility that one’s actions have had 
devastating consequences that can never be 
erased nor taken back. At some point, one must 
accept that for some things that have occurred, 
there exists little way of making them better. 
Indeed, it would take a miracle for them to 
become better.

Such is the tone set by the prophet Zechariah 
in today’s first reading, which suggests that the 
people have been unfaithful. A transgression has 
taken place that “sprang from an evil attitude” 
according to the New Jerome Biblical Commentary. 
This evil attitude has caused an innocent one 
to be harmed, so much so that “they shall look 
on him whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourns for an only son, 
and they shall grieve over him as one grieves 
over a firstborn.”

How does one atone for an irreversible mistake, 
such as the killing of an innocent sent from God? 
Is absolution always possible and forgiveness 
inevitably forthcoming? Or is such disloyalty 
and betrayal unforgiveable?

Only God is capable of bringing about a 
new attitude in the transgressor and offering 
reconciliation for offenses committed. 
Repentance is needed but how does one receive 
forgiveness for an unforgiveable mistake, such 
as turning one’s back on God? Cultivating a new 
attitude would require a miracle. Such is what 
occurred in the presence of Jesus, as divinity 
mingled with humanity.
When Jesus asks his followers, “Who do people 
say that I am?” they hark back to Hebrew 
Scriptures and say that, perhaps, Jesus is the 

reincarnation of Elijah or an ancient prophet, 
maybe even Zechariah himself. In the end, it 
does not matter who the crowds say that Jesus 
is, it only matters who those closest to him say 
he is, and so it is Peter who answers correctly 
without stumbling—the anointed One of God.

And who is this anointed One of God? Is he not 
One who is open to all, regardless of where they 
come from or what they are called? It does not 
matter to him if they are male or female, Jew or 
Greek, slave or free. All are welcome. “Brothers 
and sisters: Through faith you are all children 
of God in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.”

The white cloth worn at baptism to indicate 
the pure essence that we promised, through 
our godparents, to be, often becomes corrupted 
post-baptism. Through baptism, every Christian 
is asked to represent—or “re-present”—Jesus 
to the world. This is how people will know not 
only who we say he is but who, in our heart, we 
believe him to be.

The question that we ask ourselves today then 
becomes, is our “re-presentation” of Jesus one 
by which people see how inclusive he was—and 
is? Is our “re-presentation” indicative of his 
welcoming of all—all Jews, all Greeks, all males, 
all females, all Democrats, all Republicans, all 
Muslims, all Buddhists, all Hindus, and all 
the many flawed Christians, like ourselves, 
who purport to be his followers? Jesus dined 
with and broke bread with a wealth of diverse 
peoples, without blame and without judgment. 
Can we say we do the same, if not literally, at 
least figuratively? If we believe in Jesus as the 
Son of God, then who do people say that Jesus is 
after encountering our “re-presentation” of him? 

Jesus removed distinctions; he did not bring new 
ones. So often it is our distinctions we are most 
proud of. We strive to own a distinctive home 
or car. We go to school to become distinctive 
in a certain field. Our job is valued by how 
distinctive our salary is. Achievements in the 
world make us distinctive and we value those 
distinctions, offering our support for those who 

Inspiring Your Homily
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are most successful at distinguishing themselves 
and offering our hidden disdain for those who 
do not. Are these the distinctions we were 
created for, or the ones we were baptized into 
union with Christ to make?

Jesus flips our distinctions into distractions. 
Items such as jobs, cars, homes—which we 
believe make us distinctive and special—are 
secondary to the truly unique qualities we have 
available that make us special at every moment. 
What make us distinctive are not the things 
that separate us but the things that make us the 
same, that we share in common—our capacity 
for love, compassion, forgiveness, mercy, 
tenderness, and generosity.

Many memorial services are held at the 
college where I work for members of our 
community—for professors and administrators 
of notable repute. Of all those services, the one 
that boasted the largest attendance was for a 
receptionist who had worked at the information 
desk for many years. The chapel, filled to 
capacity, held faculty, staff, and students alike, 
all who had been treated with kindness and 
compassion by this woman, who made no 
distinctions based on age, dress, or social status, 
and who knew at her core that baptism was not 
meant to help us see differences, but similarities.

We are told that God will take the initiative in 
creating a new attitude within us and that only 
God can bring it about. Perhaps it always takes 
a miracle to change one’s attitude from asking 
how we are different to appreciating how we are 
similar, but—as improbable as it may sound—
God has already created such a holy spirit 
within each one of us. We just have to believe  
it is so.
Dr. Constance M. Popp

The Son of the Maker is like unto His Father 
as Maker! He made Himself a pure body, He 
clothed Himself with it, and came forth and 
clothed our weakness with glory, which in 
His mercy He brought from the Father. From 
Melchizedek, the High Priest, a hyssop came 
to Thee, a throne and crown from the house 
of David, a race and family from Abraham. Be 
thou unto me a Haven, for Thine own sake, O 
great Sea. Lo! the Psalms of David Thy Father, 
and the words also of the Prophets, came forth 
unto me, as it were ships. David Thy father, in 
the hundred and tenth Psalm, twined together 
two numbers as it were crowns to Thee, and 
came [to Thee], O Conqueror! ... For Thy sake 
women sought after men. Tamar desired him 
that was widowed ... Tamar went forth, and in 
the darkness stole the Light, and in uncleanness 
stole the Holy One, and by uncovering her 
nakedness she went in and stole Thee, O 
glorious One, that bringest the pure out of the 
impure. Satan saw her and trembled, and hasted 
to trouble her. He brought the judgment to 
her mind, and she feared not; stoning and the 
sword, and she trembled not. He that teacheth 
adultery hindered adultery, because he was a 
hinderer of Thee. For holy was the adultery of 
Tamar, for Thy sake. Thee it was she thirsted 
after, O pure Fountain. Judah defrauded her of 
drinking Thee... She was a widow for Thy sake. 
Thee did she long for, she hasted and was also 
an harlot for Thy sake. Thee did she vehemently 
desire, and was sanctified in that it was Thee 
she loved. May Tamar rejoice that her Lord 
hath come and hath made her name known for 
the son of her adultery! ... For Thee honorable 
women shamed themselves, Thou that givest 
chastity to all! Thee she stole away in the midst 
of the ways, who pavest the way into the 
kingdom! Because it was life that she stole, the 
sword was not able to put her to death.
Ephraim the Syrian, Hymn VII.
Translation from The Post-Nicene Fathers of the
Christian Church. Volume 13. Edited by P. Schaff et al.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Research by Jay Martin
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Last week, much of our liturgy was about 
reconciliation. The prayer over the offerings 
today speaks of “the sacrifice of conciliation and 
praise.” Conciliation is the action of stopping 
someone from being angry. The first reading and 
Gospel foreshadow what Jesus did in atonement 
for each of us, how he died to reconcile us to 
the Father. So too are we called to take up our 
crosses, and to belong to Christ.

If you are looking for a new version of “Take Up 
Your Cross” (OCP), Jaime Cortez has one that 
the congregation can pick up very quickly. It 
has a limited vocal range, and a catchy refrain, 
but the text is straight out of the Scripture and 
stronger than a praise and worship song. “Crux 
Fidelis” by Steven Warner (WLP) is another 
fine choice. “God Beyond All Names” would go 
with the “Who do people say that I am?” of the 
Gospel. Marty Haugen’s “Tree of Life” (GIA) is 
an old chestnut that might fit.

If you have any access to a choir or a small schola 
for the summer, take a look at Scot Crandal’s 
“The Thorn Tree.” He uses a powerful text 
written by Sister Genevieve Glen. There is a 
simple congregational version, but if you can 
have the harmonies it is ever so powerful!

Sunday Preface 1 or 2 (52–53) are really great 
fits for the day. Pray through them and think 
how they may fit with the homily, or the music 
chosen this day.

Today is also Father’s Day. The ordo reminds 
us, “This secular observance must in no way 
diminish the primary focus of this Sunday as 
the celebration of the paschal mystery.” See 
chapter 56 of the Book of Blessings. Consider too 
intercessions for all fathers, and father figures. 
There are many different versions of families 
attending our liturgies. Pray, too, for those who 
need to reconcile with their earthly fathers as 
well as heavenly Father.

Planning Your Week
Tuesday is the memorial of St. Aloysius 
Gonzaga, the great Jesuit. He lived out the 
mission and meaning of Sunday’s Gospel very 
well. He turned away from his family’s wealth 
in order to serve the Lord, and died at a very 
young age (twenty-three) caring for the sick. He 
did not look back, but followed the Lord with 
his life. Color is white, and the Preface of Holy 
Virgins and Religious, or Saints is used today.

Friday is the solemnity of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist. Luke tells us that Elizabeth was 
six months pregnant when Mary visited her, 
thus John would be born now, and we have six 
months till Christmas! There is an optional vigil 
Mass for this day as well. The Common of Holy 
Men and Women is used, there is a Gloria, and 
the color is white.

Do you have singing at your weekday liturgies? 
Perhaps you may wish to consider using a 
standard psalm tone to sing the entrance 
antiphon and Communion antiphons. There is 
so much good theology in those portions of the 
liturgy, and they are often overlooked. It would 
be very easy to add just those chants and the 
sung Mass parts from the Roman Missal, or 
WLP’s setting of the Missa Simplex. All could 
easily be sung a cappella by the regular daily 
Mass crowd.
Jill Maria Murdy
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Introductions
For the Mass of the Day (to use after the Greeting).
Many believe that happiness is found in building 
up our earthly lives, achieving success, and 
fulfilling of our hopes and desires. Jesus tells 
us that this is not where happiness is found at 
all. Our true sense of purpose and well-being is 
discovered when we lose our lives not protect 
them! We find salvation, our true self, when we 
daily take up our cross and lose our lives. That 
is, sacrificing our own needs out of love for God 
and our brothers and sisters.

Penitential Act
Our souls thirst for God
and seek the love and reconciliation
that only his mercy can provide.
We now acknowledge our sins. 
(Pause for silent reflection.)

Lord Jesus,
you are my God whom I seek.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
for you my soul thirsts like the earth, parched, 
 lifeless, and without water.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
my soul clings fast to you and your right hand 
 upholds me.
Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of the Faithful
At our baptism we clothed ourselves with Christ
and promised to follow him and live the Gospel.
That Gospel often calls us
to leave our own needs behind
and look to the needs of our brothers and sisters.
We now bring those needs to God in prayer.

For Pope Francis,
that he may continue to proclaim the Gospel,
proclaiming God’s infinite mercy
and our oneness in Christ Jesus. 
We pray to the Lord.

For each of us,
that we will reaffirm our decision
to follow Jesus each day,
courageously confront the difficulties
that come with being human,
and live a life of selfless service
to our brothers and sisters. 
We pray to the Lord.

For our broken brothers and sisters
who are in need of such healing and salvation,
that they will see in the Christ of God
the love and wholeness they seek
and find in the community of believers
the friendship and affection they require. 
We pray to the Lord.

For those who have died,
that their thirst may now be quenched
by the light and love of God’s presence. 
We pray to the Lord.

Heavenly Father,
even though life can be difficult
and the cost of love be great,
may we find the courage
to take up the charge of following your Son
and see the wounds received from doing so
as opportunities to grow
in compassion and understanding.
May we never tire of spreading your Word!
We ask this through Christ of Lord.
Amen.
Rev. Mark Suslenko

Raising Your Prayers
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Engaging Your Parishioners
Reflections to use for your bulletins, website, social 
media, and more.

Message of the Week
Luke 9:18-24
Here we see Jesus taking time to be alone 
in prayer, but also taking time to engage in 
spiritual reflection with the other members of his 
community. He didn’t sacrifice one for the other. 
He found a way to have both. We are called to 
do the same. Developing the habit of personal 
prayer is an essential part of our spiritual 
lives. Like Jesus, we too need to set aside time 
and space to pray by ourselves, connecting 
as individuals with our Father in heaven. It 
enables us to give our own answer the poignant 
question Jesus poses today, “But who do you say 
that I am?” Personal prayer alone, however, is 
not enough to fulfill us spiritually. We are also 
meant to participate in the larger community 
of believers, joining together with others in 
communal prayer and reflection. This, of course, 
happens every time we attend Mass as we gather 
together at church and join in the liturgy.

Questions of the Week
Luke 9:18-24:
What challenges you most in  
Luke’s definition of discipleship?

Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1:
Where do you see “a spirit of grace and 
petition” in the Church today?

Galatians 3:26-29:
Paul identifies the social and cultural 
demarcation of his day (Jew and Greek, slave 
and free, male and female). How would you 
define those markers in our current culture?

Everyday Stewardship
There once lived a man named Alvin Straight. 
He lived in Iowa. His brother Henry lived in 
Wisconsin. Alvin loved his brother. In 1994, at 
the age of eighty, Henry had a stroke. Alvin, 
in his late 70s himself, could not imagine not 
being there for the brother he loved, but he had 
no driver’s license and he was uneasy about 
forms of public transportation. So Alvin climbed 
aboard his riding lawnmower and set out on a 
240-mile journey that would eventually lead him 
to Henry.

The road was anything but easy, going all that 
way on a lawnmower. He broke down several 
times. He ran out of money. Day after day 
passed, Alvin traveling at a speed of 5 mph most 
of the time. But nothing could have stopped 
Alvin from getting to his destination. The love 
of his brother was a greater power than all the 
hardships combined. After nearly six weeks, he 
finally got to his brother.

Alvin’s story is an amazing one. What Jesus asks 
us to do because of our love of him is amazing 
as well. We are to take up our cross and follow 
him, giving away all we have, even our very 
lives, so that we may be free to follow. The road 
is not easy and all of us fall and end up sitting on 
the side of the road. But our love of Jesus should 
be stronger than any force we could meet up 
with along the way. His love for us was stronger 
than anything he faced along his journey with 
the cross. Just like Alvin, nothing could have 
stopped Jesus from completing his journey. 
Just like Alvin, we are called to make a similar 
journey and stay on course, regardless of  
the cost.
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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