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MON 8:00 AM 

WED 9:30 AM 
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... a pilgrim church 

coming to know 

the kingdom of God 

by being Christ 

to the world. 



Date Prize Ticket Winner 
11/13 ......... $50.00 ....... 0914 ........... Catherin Crisp 
11/14 ......... $20.00 ....... 1149 ........... Gordon Berendt 
11/15 ......... $20.00 ....... 0157 ........... Elaine Acker 
11/16 ......... $20.00 ....... 1074 ........... Damian Bertling 
11/17 ......... $20.00 ....... 0868 ........... Josef Becker, Jr. 
11/18 ......... $20.00 ....... 0825 ........... Matt Osep 
11/19 ......... $20.00 ....... 0790 ........... Joshua Gundersen 

Parish Support - November 7-13, 2016 

Stewardship Offering (Envelopes/Electronic) ...................................... $12,980.50 

Offertory ........................................................................................................... $679.41 

 

Budget Updates Fiscal Year: July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017 

Contributions Received ............................................................................ $273,348.11 

Contribution Budget ................................................................................. $269,750.00 

Difference as of 11/13/16 ............................................................ $3,598.11 

 

Operating Income* .................................................................................. $403,370.28 

Operating Expenses ................................................................................ $354,288.17 

Balance as of 10/31/16 .............................................................. $49,082.11 
*Includes Bequest of Life Insurance Benefit = $17,488.54 

 

Improvement Fund Updates 

Beginning Balance 7/1/16 .................................................................... $103,671.52 

Donations ..................................................................................................... $23,245.00 

Expenses.......................................................................................................... $4,914.00 

Balance as of 11/13/16 ............................................................ $122,002.52 

Wedding Banns 
 II Jennifer Hack & William Murphy  
 
Our Condolences 
...to the families and loved ones of 
Virginia Bury and all others who 
have died. Please keep them in your 
prayers. 
 

Wednesday Morning Faith 

Group 
 Mark your calendar now! Our 
annual Christmas Egg Bake party is 
just weeks away on December 7. It 
begins with the 9:30 am liturgy 
followed by our delicious egg bake, 
prizes, and entertainment by Neil 
Diamond (a.k.a Eric Ebert). A great 
time for a $5.00 donation. A ticket is 
required. Pick-up tickets on 
Wednesdays or call JoAnn Godkin 
at (414) 828-7172. 
 
Becoming Instruments of Peace 

for Our City 
Italian Community Center  
December 1 , 7:15 am - 9:00 am  
 Fr. Tim Kitzke will reflect on urban 
challenges and how our faith calls us 
to respond.  
www.stritch.edu/FaithAndWork. 
 
Presence for Christmas 
Cardinal Stritch University 
December 3, 9:00 am - noon  
 Spend a morning reflecting on 
God’s presence, so that by Christmas 
we can more fully see the Emmanuel 
that we profess.  
www.stritch.edu/SaintClareEvents.  

CALENDAR RAFFLE 2016 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

SUN 27 

Haiti Craft Sale 

Giving Tree 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

MON 28 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Rm 9 
 3:00 pm Centering Prayer Rm 9 

TUE 29 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 
 1:30 pm Seasons of Life 
  Grief Group  Rm 9 
 3:00 pm Food Pantry  Rm 7 
 6:30 pm Becoming Whole: 
  A Journey to Soul Rm 7 
 7:00 pm Adult Choir Reh. Church 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 



GIFT News 

 This year, we have been focusing on The Joy of the Gospel. Join us 

December 11 or 12 as we ponder the Joy of the Incarnation. Parishioners 

Colleen and Mark Mitchell will lead us through a great reflection/discussion on 

God’s love breaking into the history of people that we celebrate as Christmas. 

Contact the Parish Office for details or to register. GIFT is for all parishioners! 

 

Retreat? Why? 

 A retreat is an opportunity to step away from the busyness of one’s life and 

engage in the grace of quiet, good food, fellowship, prayer, and self-

reflection. Our annual women’s retreat is one of these opportunities. Consider 

joining us at Benet Lake the weekend of February 3-5, 2017, as we “Wait with 

God…Attending to the Stillness.” See our website, or contact Nancie 

Chmielewski for details. 

 

Read a Good Book Lately? 

 Check out our parish library cart for some great selections! You can find the 

cart near the Parish Hall entrance on the weekends and in the school corridor 

during the week. 

 

Bereavement Potluck 

 When you are grieving the loss of a loved one, the holidays can feel brutal. 

Join us for our next bereavement potluck, and enjoy a little fellowship on 

Tuesday, December 6, at 11:00 am in the Parish Hall. Bring a dish to pass. 

 

Evening for Couples - Fun! 

Saturday, December 10 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

 Bring your favorite board game and enjoy some fun relaxation with others 

from the parish. Mingle around the room and play some games you have never 

played before. Bring a favorite snack to share and enjoy a variety of 

appetizers. If you know it’s a winner, bring the recipe, others may want to make 

it for the holidays. This is just meant to be a night of enJOYment. Bring some 
friends and meet new ones. 

 Contact Mary Osep or the Parish Office with any questions. 

GRATITUDE 
 

 Gratitude is a constant attitude of 

thankfulness and appreciation for life 

as it unfolds. Living in the moment, we 

are open to abundance around us 

and within us. We express 

appreciation freely. 

 

 We contemplate the richness of 

our life. We notice small graces and 

are thankful for daily gifts. 

 

 Gratitude is a continual 

celebration of life. 

FORMATION 

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK 

WED 30 

 9:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 10:15 am Faith Group Social Hall C 
 10:45 am Resurrection Choir 
  Reh.   Rm 10 
 6:30 pm ART Guild Mtg. Rm 4 
 6:45 pm Boy Scouts - Tr. 612 Hall AB 

THU 1 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Rm 9 
 7:30 pm Evening MOMS 
  Spirituality  Rm 6 

FRI  2 

 8:00 am Communion Service Rm 9 



OUTREACH 

Advent 2016  

 For those of you who love Advent and may even consider yourselves “Advent people,” 

this Advent is for you! It will be celebrated for four full weeks, with Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day falling directly on the weekend.  

 As you know, Advent also marks the beginning of a new liturgical year. This year we will 

be hearing the Cycle A readings of the lectionary highlighting the Gospel of Matthew. The 

evangelist Matthew invites us to accept Jesus’ invitation to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven 

and participate in it through acts of discipleship. As a parish, we too are considering what it 

means to be a disciple in the world, in our neighborhoods and families, and as members of 

a faith community, so we can look forward to being inspired by what Matthew has to say. 

 This Advent, the Liturgy Team was most inspired by the Isiah readings which urge us to 

transform what is negative, hateful, and harmful into what is hopeful, joyful, loving, peaceful, 

and imparts justice to those most oppressed. 

 As we enter into this first week of Advent, Isaiah gives us the image of “turning our swords 

into plowshares.” Perhaps we might ponder what that image and Isaiah’s words mean to us 

in our everyday living. 

 

The Mass: The Liturgy of the Eucharist – The Communion Rite  

 “When we have extended peace to one another, we slowly focus back toward the table. 

There, our ministers of communion have gathered with the presider, ready to prepare this 

tiny meal we call a banquet. The presider takes up the bread and breaks it for all to see. 

This simple gesture is, in a sense, only doing what must be done so that the bread can be 

shared with all present. But it is the single act that the early Christians fastened on; the name 

they gave to their Sunday assemblies was ‘the breaking of the bread.’ That act of taking a 

large loaf of bread and breaking it into pieces caught the essence of their gathering. Here 

was the one and the many; here was Christ of whom they were all members. 

 “As the bread is broken and divided into serving baskets and as the cups of wine are 

prepared, we sing a litany. The first words are ‘Lamb of God’ and the response sung by all 

is ‘have mercy on us.’ When all is ready for communion, the final words we sing are ‘Grant us 

peace,’ and immediately the presider invites all to the table with these words: ‘This is the 

Lamb of God.’ And we say, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof. But 

only say the word, and my soul shall be healed.’ Do we see now how it all depends on us, on 

all who gather in this room, and not simply on the priest? The priest is our leader of prayer 

and our servant. We are the ones who must do these rites of the Lord’s Prayer and peace, 

Lamb of God and now communion. There is no audience. None. All are partakers because it 

is the loving deed of the church that is done here, and no other.” 

 (from “Liturgy and the Eucharist” by Gabe Huck, Celebrations, September 2016)  

WORSHIP 

From St. Vincent de Paul 

 There is an Advent spirit in the 

heart of every human person. It is 

one of longing and yearning for a 

fulfillment that somehow lies beyond 

ourselves; for we long for the coming 

of the Lord.  

 As you put your gift in the St. 

Vincent de Paul Poor Box, your heart 

will discover the true meaning of 

Christmas as you help those who are 

suffering and poor to long for the 

coming of the Lord.  

 

Sharing Weekend 

 Next weekend, December 3/4, is 
our next sharing weekend. Please 

bring non-perishable food items for 

our pantry, and place them in the 

boxes by the doors at any Mass next 

weekend. Our current list of items 
most needed includes all types of 
canned vegetables and fruit, bottled 

fruit juice, mac and cheese, cereal, 

jelly, and tuna. Please watch the 

expiration dates. 

 

Social Justice: An Invitation 

 The Social Justice Committee seeks 

to educate and awaken people to 

the issues of justice that confront 

society today. We meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in 

Room 4. Join us for the next meeting 

to learn more about our mission and 

activities. 

 

Blood Pressure Screening 

Ministry  
 We would like to restart our 
monthly blood pressure screenings. 
These will take place before and 
after the 5:00 pm, 8:00 am, and 
10:30 am Masses. Volunteers are 
needed. We have the equipment and 
health information to give out. 
 If you are interested, please call 
Wanda at (414) 545-4281. 

SAT 3 
Giving Tree 

 9:30 am Dist. 15 & 16  
  Catechists Morning of 
  Reflection  Hall ABC 
 5:00 pm Liturgy  Church 

SUN 4 
Giving Tree 

 8:00 am Liturgy  Church 
 9:00 am Youth Choir Reh. Rm 10 
 9:30 am RCIA   Rm 3 
 10:30 am Liturgy  Church 
 6:00 pm Liturgy  Church 



Advent Prayer Page 

 

 The Advent Prayer Page is now available on our website. This year brings the 

return of the virtual retreat by Nancie Chmielewski. Every Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday a  new piece will be added to the retreat (scripture, reflection, or 

video). Check in regularly. Other features include service opportunities and 

resources to aid you in your Advent journey, as well as the popular videos to 

explain what Advent is all about. We invite you to make the prayer page a 

regular part of your Christmas preparations over the next month. 

ololmke.org/advent-prayer/ 

Christmas Giving Tree 

 The Christmas Giving Tree has begun. Please pick up a child's gift tag from 

the bulletin board in the meeting room corridor as you leave church today. All 

gifts are due back the weekend of December 10 and 11, wrapped, and with 

the gift tag attached. Your participation in this ministry is greatly appreciated. 

We are serving close to 500 students again this year.  

 

The Mitten Tree 

 It’s hard to believe, but Advent is here! In the midst of all the busyness of the 

season, our community has always been generous to those who are less 

fortunate. One of the traditions we have at Lourdes is the Mitten Tree. Your 

gifts of hand-made or store-bought mittens, scarves, and hats can be dropped 

off in the Lobby by the tree and crib. Please remove all tags. These will be 

donated to local shelters who have expressed a need for these items. Deadline 
for a timely delivery is Sunday, December 18.  

 

Mission Moment 
 Mission — assignment, task, job, work, undertaking, charge, duty, operation, 
exercise, errand, enterprise, quest, calling, vocation, purpose, goal, aim, 
objective, pursuit. 
 Save the date: March 8–10, 2017. Aaron Thompson joins us for a joint 
parish mission experience with St. Greg’s Parish! 

Cyber Safety - Email Detective 

  Christmas shopping season is 

here, and the potential for cyber 

attacks goes up as well. The greatest 

risk is aimed at email. Viruses 

disguised as emails from delivery 

companies, banks, and credit card 

companies are usually the culprits. 

So, what can tip you off that 

something is afoot? 
 

Tip #1: Odd Content 
 Watch out for odd spelling of 

words, poor grammar or punctuation, 

or sentences that have a weird 

structure to them. Sometimes words 

are spelled incorrectly on purpose to 

get past spam filters. Other times, 

hackers/predators are from foreign 

countries and do not have a solid 

grasp on the English language. Trust 

your instincts. If something doesn’t 

seem right, delete it. Watch for 

another tip next week. 

DISCIPLESHIP 

 COMMUNICATIONS  SPOTLIGHT 



ANDREA’S PIZZA  
& FAMILY RESTAURANT

BUY 1 LUNCH OR DINNER  

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF WITH  

2 BEVERAGE PURCHASE. 

7520 W. Oklahoma Ave. • 414-321-2233

Contact Dennis Thompson to  place an ad today!  

DThompson@4LPi.com or  (800) 950-9952 x2470

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.    414-471-8565

 
 

Abogados con amplia experiencia en leyes 
de inmigración

1578 West National Avenue
Milwaukee,WI 53204  • 414-751-0051

www.christopher-law.com

 

BRUSKIEWITZ
FOREST LANE 

FUNERAL CHAPEL
Family Owned  

& Operated

Celebrating 100 Years  
of Service 

1912 - 2012

Funeral & Cremation 
Services

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.

414-321-1700
Parish Member

LORENE A. HIRSCH
3927 S. 76th St. • Milwaukee, WI 53220-2320 

Office: 414-329-3999 

E-Mail: lhirsch@amfam.com

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  •  www.4lpi.com              Our Lady of Lourdes, Milwaukee, WI A 4C 01-0531

Pre-Need Lunch & Learn
Seminars Held Monthly

Call 414-649-1739 for more info
www.maxsass.com

STOCKS • BONDS • CDs 
IRAs • MUTUAL FUNDS

Jay Landreman 
Financial Advisor

3555 S 27th St., Suite A 
Milwaukee, WI 53221 
414-383-5347

www.edwardjones.com 
Member SIPC

SAVING OLD CAMERAS
Call before you toss your old Cameras & Photographic Items.

Antique to Present
Cash Paid.         Donations Accepted.         Will pick up. 

John Saller, Re"ex Images
Photographer & Parish Member

414-481-3747

S. 74th and Layton
Brook"eld • Glendale

SEBRING GARAGE 
American & Foreign Auto Repair 

• Brakes • Clutches • Shocks & Struts 
• Starters • Alternators • Batteries  

• Mufflers • Lube & Oil Service  
• Computerized Wheel Balancing 

6005 W. Howard Avenue • 321-9235 
60th & Howard Avenue

Tower Chicken Farm, Inc.
Fresh Turkeys, Chickens, Duck, Geese  

• Kielbasa Polish Sausage  

• Great Variety of Chicken Sausages 

Summer Sausage • Beef Sticks 

Chicken Burgers • Pierogi

4111 S. 6th St. • 744-7151

Donate online to 
Our Lady of Lourdes

www.ololmke.org

Complete line of Hispanic & American Groceries. 
We specialize in fresh corn tortillas, Mexican bakery 

and our famous El Rey Tostadita Chips.

Serving Milwaukee Since 1978

 El Rey  El Rey Family Market  El Rey Plaza  El Rey Food Mart 
 916 S. Cesar Chavez  5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.  3524 W. Burnham St.  1320 W. Burnham St. 

 Milw., WI 53204  Milw., WI 53219  Milw., WI 53215  Milw., WI 53204 

 414-643-1640  414-541-5200  414-643-1616  414-383-7786

Funeral Home
Family Owned  

& Operated

5920 W. Lincoln Ave. 
414-541-7533 

www.schafffuneralhome.com

RAY’S BUTCHER
SHOPPE

SUNDAY SPECIAL

6 ROLLS FREE WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 1 # HOT HAM

4640 W. Loomis Rd., Green"eld      423-1322

Compliments of

Zaganczyk Family
Parish Members Since 1964

Beer - Soda - Wine - Liquor
Daily 9 - 9 • Sunday 10 - 2

5031 W. Oklahoma     545-2175 
WWW.DISCOUNTLIQUORINC.COM

Baychar Auto Service, Inc.
Emissions • Computer Diagnostics 

Air Conditioning • Complete Auto Repair
Leo - Owner 

3rd Generation Fair & Honest Service

6733 Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53219

543-4111 • 543-4112 • Fax 543-3909

HENRY P. FONS 
Attorney At Law

Estate Planning 

Wills • Probate • Trusts 

Real Estate • General Practice 

Personal Injury

7115 W. Forest Home Ave. 

414-327-2323

ALICE ZAGANCZYK
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS 
TAX RETURN PREPARATION

1123 N Water St. Ste 305 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-231-9138

www.amaccountingonline.com

Starting at $50
($75 with $25 Off  

New Clients, Seniors, Students)

For W2 Wages and 
1 State Filing

Zaganczyk Family 
Members since 1964

Transmissions
Tune-Up
Brakes

A/C
Alignment - Engines-Repair/Rebuild

Brakes & Computer Diagnostics 
Maintenance Service

5454 W. Forest Home Ave.
321-5450

YOUR ONE STOP AUTO REPAIR SHOP

SCHWEITZER’S
LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE
6437 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Greenfield, WI 53220 

Phone: 543-2557 
www.schweitzersservice.com

EUGENE L. KALUZNY ATTORNEY AT LAW 
~ 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ~ 

Phone: (414) 321-1449
Wills, Living Trusts, Probates of Estates, Real Estate Transactions

KALUZNY LAW OFFICES, S.C. 
6510 WEST FOREST HOME AVENUE STE. 1

Providing Quality Service, Repairs  

& Installation for over 28 Years

Prompt Service on All Makes & 

Models of Garage Doors & Openers

414-321-0500
6510 W Forest Home Ave 

www.advohd.com

We are also a proud member of the  

Better Business Bureau (A+ Rating)

EL REY Family Market
  Buy 1 Taco Get 1 FREE

(cannot be combined with other offers)  
   414-541-5200 

5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.

Full line 

of 

Custom Window 

Treatments

Professional Installation & Repairs

9034 W. National Ave • West Allis, WI 53227

414-321-1850 • www.kathysshadeshop.com

675 N. Brookfield Rd., Suite 209 • Brookfield, WI
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The Holy Season of Advent: New Year’s Resolutions for Discipleship 

Proclaim Christ
Sacramental Life of the Church.

and Make Disciples
through the

With the 
coming of Advent, 
a new Church 
Year begins once 
again. This is not 
a random flip of 
the calendar page 
or the mundane 
marking of 
another year 
with the next 

sequential number. Advent is not 
about human “chronological time.” 
Instead, it is what the biblical writers 
would call “Kairos Time.” Advent is 
the fullness of time, the time when 
God acts, a time of call and decision. 
Advent is God’s time!

Advent is inviting us to mark 
time differently. It is calling us to 
a conversion of heart where we 
recognize that our time is not our own!  
So Advent is the right and perfect 
opportunity to look at our lives and 
make our new year’s resolutions for 
discipleship. What resolutions should 
be at the top of our list? We simply 
need to listen to the key people and 
themes within the Advent Gospels to 
find our way.
Resolution #1: Prepare to Meet Jesus 
Today  

A stark theme of Advent is radical 
readiness – today and every day. The 
call of the season is to be “on watch,” 
because we do not know the day or 
the hour when Christ will return. The 
Scriptures issue this haunting warning: 

“And so you be prepared because the 
Son of Man is coming at a time you 
do not expect” (Mt 24:44). We do not 
know when we will need to give an 
accounting for our lives. So let’s live for 
heaven today through earnest prayer, 
Sacramental practice, right behavior, 
and a serving heart. 
Resolution #2: Make Way for Jesus 
through Repentance

John the Baptist is the Advent 
prophet who challenges us to examine 
our hearts. He knows that, like the 
Pharisees and Sadducees of his day, 
we too can become self-righteous and 
self-satisfied. And when pride enters 
our hearts, we become closed off to 
Jesus. We need to open a door and 
that door is a repentant heart. John 
the Baptist sounds the call: “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has drawn 
near” (Mt. 3:2). So, let’s make a straight 
path for Jesus through participation in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Resolution #3: Worship Jesus as the One 
Savior and Lord

Advent can easily become a 
season of excessive distractions, 
overwhelming busyness, and 
conflicting priorities. We can lose our 
focus on what, or more appropriately 
who, is the center and anchor for our 
lives. But Jesus eliminates all doubts 
about who is our one Lord and Savior: 
“Go announce to John what you hear 
and see. The blind see and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised and the 
poor have good news preached to 

Archbishop  
Jerome E. Listecki

See ADVENT, Page 2



them” (MT. 11:5). So, let’s bow down 
to Jesus, the Mighty Messiah, in lives 
of prayer and worship.

Resolution #4: Practice the Obedience 
of Mary and Joseph 

     Advent is the season celebrating 
the coming of the Savior, Jesus. God is 

up to something big! He is becoming 
flesh in Jesus to dwell among us, teach 
us the ways of the Kingdom, and die 
on the cross for our sins so that we 
can rise with him to new life. But all of 
this is predicated on Mary and Joseph 
saying yes to God’s great plans. And 

in obedience they do just that. “Joseph 
awoke from sleep, and did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him, and 
took home his wife” (Mt. 1:24). So let’s 
practice humble obedience to God’s 
will in our daily lives.

A blessed Advent to you all! 
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Archdiocese of Milwaukee – Church on the Move
We are to be a “Church on the move” and to 

“ignite, renew and energize” the archdiocese.  
This was Archbishop Listecki’s message a 
little over two years ago at the conclusion of 
our archdiocesan Synod, which was a time 
of spiritual renewal and visioning for the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

Someone recently recommended that we 
describe the Synod and the initiatives coming 
from the Synod as “a new way of doing Church.”

We have been given a new mission statement 
to guide us as we go forward –  “Proclaim Christ 
and Make Disciples through the Sacramental 
Life of the Church.”  We would all do well to have 
this mission at the heart of everything we do, 
personally and as a parish.  We would need to 
approach things differently if this really was the 
central focus in our lives and in our parishes.

The top priorities of the Synod focused on 
Evangelization and the Sunday Mass.  Each of 
us is asked to look at ways we could be more 
hospitable as we encounter people at church.  
How can we prepare ourselves for Mass, to be 
in the right frame of mind to encounter Christ?  
How can we be welcoming to others and make others feel at 
home at Sunday Mass, especially those who are visiting, are 
“seekers” or are not “regulars” at Mass or our parish?

We often hear about “stewardship,” but don’t always 
connect it to becoming disciples and how living out our 
faith as followers of Christ, calls us to give ourselves to 
others. This entails giving of our time and sharing our 

gifts and seeing God’s presence in everyday situations and 
the people we encounter.  Stewardship was another main 
priority from the Synod and will be a stronger focus for our 
archdiocese in the upcoming next year.

The Holy Spirit’s guidance and wisdom was very 
apparent at the Synod gathering and it continues to be as we 
look at new ways of being a Church on the move.

ADVENT, from page 1
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     When Archbishop Jerome Listecki said, “We need 
a culture change, so the Sunday Mass is given primacy 
of place,” the Deaf Ministry Team at St. Andrew Parish, 
Delavan took that to heart and decided to share more of 
Catholic Deaf culture with hearing parishioners. 

Empower, Encourage

One of the goals of the Deaf Ministry Team was to train 
and enable more Deaf readers at Sunday Mass, in an effort 
to empower and encourage that community to participate 
more fully in the Eucharist. Several people from the Deaf 
community came forward to serve and today, continue this 
task of forming disciples.

Additionally, two students from the Wisconsin School 
for the Deaf (who attend the parish) received their First 
Communion this year. Wanting to share this joyful day 
with everyone, the entire Deaf Community celebrated that 
Sunday, with many of the ministerial roles for the Mass 
(servers, readers and extraordinary ministers) held by 
Deaf parishioners. The Mass was celebrated in American 
Sign Language with Fr. Christopher Klusman, with a voice 
interpreter for the hearing. It was a wonderful day of praise 
and worship celebrated by all.  

Throughout Wisconsin and beyond, there are Deaf 
Catholics who hunger for these types of opportunities. It’s 

amazing how the Holy Spirit constantly breathes new life by 
igniting, renewing and energizing the Church in southeastern 
Wisconsin. 

Interested in learning more? 

St. Andrew Parish offers religious education for the Deaf 
to all students from lower elementary to seniors in high 
school. Classes are taught in American Sign Language (ASL) 
so the students have full access to learning about God’s love 
in their native language. 

The Deaf Ministry Team also prepares students for First 
Reconciliation (with a Deaf priest who can sign), First 
Communion and Confirmation. 

A Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. that is 
interpreted in ASL, with a once-a-month Mass in ASL with 
Fr. Christopher Klusman and Deacon David Sommers, only 
one of two Deaf priest/deacon pairs in the world. 

For additional information about Deaf Ministry   
at St. Andrew Parish, please contact Patty Kostechka,  
(262) 728-9751.  

Parishioners to Deaf Community: “You Belong Here!”
‘Interpreting’ Evangelization and the Sunday Mass

Did you know? 
     The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has a whole office 
dedicated to Deaf/Hard of Hearing Ministry! The office, 
through the leadership of Fr. Christopher Klusman, 
associate director, and Terri Matenaer, coordinator, 
exists to enable all Catholic Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
people to participate fully in the liturgical, educational, 
pastoral, spiritual, and human concerns ministries in 
the Church. 
     
     To learn more about this vital ministry, please visit 
www.archmil.org/deafministry. 

Leonard Peacock proclaims the Good News at a recent Sunday Mass in 
American Sign Language (ASL) to the congregation of St. Andrew Parish. 
An interpreter voices for the hearing parishioners.
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This newsletter began over 
three years ago as way to help 

people learn about 
and prepare for the 
archdiocesan Synod 
that was held in 
2014.  We continued 
with a similar format 
following the Synod to 
keep everyone 
informed about the 
efforts that are going 
into implementing 
priorities identified 
through the Synod 
process.

Recently we have 
decided on a new way 

to present the information 
included in these newsletters.  
We are going to replace 

this four-page printed publication with a one-page article from 
Archbishop Listecki that parishes and schools will be invited to 
include in their bulletins, newsletters, and emails.

The archbishop’s articles will still focus on how the mission and 
priorities that came from the archdiocesan Synod are guiding the 
work of parishes and the archdiocese.  These columns will be sent 
to parishes and schools in English and Spanish on a quarterly basis.  
The new one-page articles will also continue to be included on the 
archdiocesan website at www.archmil.org/synod.

We hope you find this new format easy to read and beneficial.  
Please contact Randy Nohl, Director of Synod Implementation,   
at nohlr@archmil.org or 414-758-2216 if you have any questions.

Format of this Newsletter is Changing   Prayer for the Mission
 of the Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee
(Shortened Version)

Almighty and ever living God,

 we praise you and we bless you, 

 for you are great indeed!

Grant, we pray,

 as on that first Pentecost,

 that tongues of fire may descend 

upon us,

 and that the driving wind of 

your Holy Spirit 

 may blow boldly into our hearts.

Embolden us, O God,

 so that we may go forth to proclaim 

 your Gospel and renew 

the face of the earth.

In this Archdiocese of Milwaukee,

 we humbly pray for 

strength and fortitude

 to follow your great commission: 

 to go and make disciples of all people,

 living our faith through 

word and deed.

We ask all this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ through his saving death and resurrection 
by calling, forming and sending disciples to go and make new disciples. As a people, 
we are called to encounter Jesus and grow as disciples through the sacramental life 
of the Church.

Archdiocese of Milwaukee MISSION STATEMENT 
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